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Before MTV and VH1 . . . before books with “Stories Behind the Songs” of
popular recording artists, there were Fred Bronson’s stories behind the top chart
hits. Now in its 5th edition, The Billboard Book of Number 1 Hits once again
provides the inside scoop behind every song since 1955 known to reach the
pinnacle of the legendary and most respected record chart in the
world—Billboard’s Hot 100.

Entries include vivid anecdotes from the hit-making artists, songwriters, and
producers; a brief history of the song; the chart entry date and position; the
number of weeks on the chart; the date the song reached number one; and much
more. Fascinating and engrossing, this reference is the ultimate music source for
every rock fan!
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Before MTV and VH1 . . . before books with “Stories Behind the Songs” of popular recording artists, there
were Fred Bronson’s stories behind the top chart hits. Now in its 5th edition, The Billboard Book of Number
1 Hits once again provides the inside scoop behind every song since 1955 known to reach the pinnacle of the
legendary and most respected record chart in the world—Billboard’s Hot 100.

Entries include vivid anecdotes from the hit-making artists, songwriters, and producers; a brief history of the
song; the chart entry date and position; the number of weeks on the chart; the date the song reached number
one; and much more. Fascinating and engrossing, this reference is the ultimate music source for every rock
fan!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
YA Songs which reached number one on the Billboard charts between July 1955 (Rock Around the Clock)
and April 1985 (We Are the World) are covered. One page is devoted to each song, with a black-and-white
photograph of the performer(s) (the same picture of the Bee Gees is used several times in different sizes and
cropped differently), a short history of the song and performer(s) and a list of the top five songs for the
week(s) it was number one. A "top 40" history of rock and pop during the last 30 years, not as complete as
other rock encyclopedias or histories, but still useful as a supplement and a fun browsing item.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
All 605 singles to reach the top spot on Billboard 's pop charts during the rock era are profiled in this
handsome reference work. Coverage begins July 9, 1955 with Bill Haley's ``Rock Around the Clock'' and
ends April 13, 1985 with USA for Africa's ``We Are the World.'' Each full-page entry includes a picture of
the artist(s) and lists label number, songwriter(s), producer(s), date first reached number one, weeks at top,
and the top five hits for that first week. The accompanying essays give important background information on
the songs and artists. Norm N. Nite's Rock On books are more comprehensive but not as detailed on the top
hits and hitmakers as Bronson. Suitable for all but the smallest libraries and highly recommended as a
worthy companion to Joel Whitburn's The Billboard Book of Top Forty Hits ( LJ 11/15/83). Thomas Jewell,
Waltham P.L., Mass.
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Fred Bronson has been called “America’s foremost chart journalist.” He writes the popular “Chart Beat”
column in Billboard magazine, as well as his own chart-oriented section of Billboard.com. The author of
Billboard’s Hottest Hot 100 Hits, now in its third edition, he lives in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Seavey:

The book The Billboard Book of Number One Hits can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Billboard Book of
Number One Hits? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Billboard Book
of Number One Hits has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Nelson:

This The Billboard Book of Number One Hits are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Billboard Book of Number One Hits can be one of the great
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books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Billboard Book
of Number One Hits forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Rodney Richardson:

The book with title The Billboard Book of Number One Hits has a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Carmela Martin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Billboard Book of Number One
Hits e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Billboard
Book of Number One Hits as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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