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From 1897 to 1917 the red-light district of Storyville commercialized and even
thrived on New Orleans's longstanding reputation for sin and sexual excess. This
notorious neighborhood, located just outside of the French Quarter, hosted a
diverse cast of characters who reflected the cultural milieu and complex social
structure of turn-of-the-century New Orleans, a city infamous for both
prostitution and interracial intimacy. In particular, Lulu White?a mixed-race
prostitute and madam?created an image of herself and marketed it profitably to
sell sex with light-skinned women to white men of means. In Spectacular
Wickedness, Emily Epstein Landau examines the social history of this famed
district within the cultural context of developing racial, sexual, and gender
ideologies and practices.

Storyville's founding was envisioned as a reform measure, an effort by the city's
business elite to curb and contain prostitution?namely, to segregate it. In 1890,
the Louisiana legislature passed the Separate Car Act, which, when challenged
by New Orleans's Creoles of color, led to the landmark Plessy v. Ferguson
decision in 1896, constitutionally sanctioning the enactment of "separate but
equal" laws. The concurrent partitioning of both prostitutes and blacks worked
only to reinforce Storyville's libidinous license and turned sex across the color
line into a more lucrative commodity.

By looking at prostitution through the lens of patriarchy and demonstrating how
gendered racial ideologies proved crucial to the remaking of southern society in
the aftermath of the Civil War, Landau reveals how Storyville's salacious and
eccentric subculture played a significant role in the way New Orleans constructed
itself during the New South era.
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From 1897 to 1917 the red-light district of Storyville commercialized and even thrived on New Orleans's
longstanding reputation for sin and sexual excess. This notorious neighborhood, located just outside of the
French Quarter, hosted a diverse cast of characters who reflected the cultural milieu and complex social
structure of turn-of-the-century New Orleans, a city infamous for both prostitution and interracial intimacy.
In particular, Lulu White?a mixed-race prostitute and madam?created an image of herself and marketed it
profitably to sell sex with light-skinned women to white men of means. In Spectacular Wickedness, Emily
Epstein Landau examines the social history of this famed district within the cultural context of developing
racial, sexual, and gender ideologies and practices.

Storyville's founding was envisioned as a reform measure, an effort by the city's business elite to curb and
contain prostitution?namely, to segregate it. In 1890, the Louisiana legislature passed the Separate Car Act,
which, when challenged by New Orleans's Creoles of color, led to the landmark Plessy v. Ferguson decision
in 1896, constitutionally sanctioning the enactment of "separate but equal" laws. The concurrent partitioning
of both prostitutes and blacks worked only to reinforce Storyville's libidinous license and turned sex across
the color line into a more lucrative commodity.

By looking at prostitution through the lens of patriarchy and demonstrating how gendered racial ideologies
proved crucial to the remaking of southern society in the aftermath of the Civil War, Landau reveals how
Storyville's salacious and eccentric subculture played a significant role in the way New Orleans constructed
itself during the New South era.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Landau's takedown of Storyville's place in the United States's creation myth proves relevant in a country
that still doesn't know how to categorize this sea-level city of intersections."--Bitch Magazine

"Landau's attention to the different ways women of color moved through and used the space created by the
Storyville precinct enriches understanding of gender, sexuality, and class formations among late nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century African American women."--The Journal of American History

"Well-researched and informative, Spectacular Wickedness is a welcome addition to the ever-growing canon
of New Orleans cultural history books."--New Orleans Advocate

."Landau has admirably demonstrated that the red-light district's notoriety was, and continues to be, premised
on the exploitation of the city's reputation for racialized sexuality." --The American Historical Review

About the Author
Emily Epstein Landau earned her Ph.D. in history at Yale University and teaches in the Department of
History at the University of Maryland at College Park. She lives in Washington, D.C., with her husband and
two daughters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

The book Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans for being your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Spectacular Wickedness:
Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Eric Hempel:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans.
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Edwina Hinkle:

The book untitled Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
go through.

Bernie Watts:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans can make you
experience more interested to read.
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