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Costa Rica, acountry of no larger than West Virginia, hosts more than 830
species of birds, more than in all of North Amerian north of Mexico. It may well
be the only country in the world with as many bird species and habitats to be
found in such asmall area. Within two hours' drive from San Jose, one can see
guetzalsin highland forests, antbirds in lowland forests, or shorebirds and ibises
in mangrove swamps.

Thislavishly illustrated book isthe most comprehensive treatment of arich
tropical avifauna ever presented in a single volume suitable for its use in the
field. With isfull coverage of waterbirds and migrants as well as resident tropical
species, and its coverage of such topics as plumages, vocalizations, food habits,
nesting, and distribution, it is truly a guide to the birds themselves, not merely a
guideto their identification.

Gary Stiles and Alexander Skutch first set the stage for the birds by briefly
describing the landforms, vegetation, and climates of Costa Rica. For those who
want to take "that second long look™ to interpret what they see, the authors
discuss some aspects of evolution, ecology, and behavior of Costa Rican hirds,
and report on the costly and courageous conservation efforts the country is
making in face of discouraging odds. The family and species accounts that
follow, covering some 400 pages, make up the bulk of the book, with 52
magnificent color platesillustrating virtually ever species of Costa Rican bird,
migrants as well asresidents. There are also practical tips for tripsin the field and
descriptions of good birding locations, with specific directions for travel by car,
public transport, and on foot, as well as three maps.

A highly readable, portable encylopediato the fascinating, ever-surprising birds
of CostaRica, this book will be welcomed by birders and other naturalists,
professional and amateur ornithologists, ecologists, travelers, and
conservationlists throughout the northern Neotropics.
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CostaRica, acountry of no larger than West Virginia, hosts more than 830 species of birds, more thanin all
of North Amerian north of Mexico. It may well be the only country in the world with as many bird species
and habitats to be found in such asmall area. Within two hours' drive from San Jose, one can see quetzalsin
highland forests, antbirds in lowland forests, or shorebirds and ibises in mangrove swamps.

This lavishly illustrated book is the most comprehensive treatment of arich tropical avifauna ever presented
in asingle volume suitable for its usein the field. With isfull coverage of waterbirds and migrants as well as
resident tropical species, and its coverage of such topics as plumages, vocalizations, food habits, nesting, and
distribution, it istruly a guide to the birds themselves, not merely a guide to their identification.

Gary Stiles and Alexander Skutch first set the stage for the birds by briefly describing the landforms,
vegetation, and climates of Costa Rica. For those who want to take "that second long look" to interpret what
they see, the authors discuss some aspects of evolution, ecology, and behavior of Costa Rican birds, and
report on the costly and courageous conservation efforts the country is making in face of discouraging odds.
The family and species accounts that follow, covering some 400 pages, make up the bulk of the book, with
52 magnificent color platesillustrating virtually ever species of Costa Rican bird, migrants as well as
residents. There are also practical tips for tripsin the field and descriptions of good birding locations, with
specific directions for travel by car, public transport, and on foot, as well as three maps.

A highly readable, portable encylopediato the fascinating, ever-surprising birds of Costa Rica, this book will
be welcomed by birders and other naturalists, professional and amateur ornithologists, ecologists, travelers,
and conservationlists throughout the northern Neotropics.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Comstock: Cornell Univ. Pr. Oct. 1989. c.656p. permanent paper. illus. maps. bibliog. index. LC 88-43444.
ISBN 0-8014-2287-6. $65; pap. ISBN 0-8014-9600-4. $35. ref Thisis a superior field guide to a country
with one of the richest assortments of bird life anywhere. Written and illustrated by top experts, this book has
it al: 52 excellent color plates, detailed species accounts, brief write-ups of 70 birding localities, and
extensive introductory materials, often skimped on in books of this genre, on geography, climate, habitats,
and conservation, accompanied by helpful photographs. Costa Rica has afine park system and has long been
the most popular Central American country for visiting naturalists. Since the destruction of natural areasin
the Neotropicsisfinally receiving the publicity it deserves, books such as this are urgently needed. It isthe
first Costa Rican bird book since Paul Slud's The Birds of Costa Rica (1964. 0.p.), arespected but
unillustrated monograph. A splendid job. Highly recommended.

- Henry T. Armistead, Thomas Jefferson Univ. Lib., Philadelphia

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A superior field guide to a country with one of the richest assortments of bird life anywhere. Written and
illustrated by top experts, this book hasit all: 52 excellent color plates, detailed species accounts, brief write-
ups of 70 birding localities, and extensive introductory materials. . . on geography, climate, habitats, and
conservation, accompanied by helpful photographs."?Library Journal

"This book is much more than afield guide to the birds; it is a complete guide to birding in CostaRica. Itis
so much more comprehensive and helpful than other country field guidesthat it sets a new standard for field
guide utility and comprehensiveness." ?Naturalist Review

"An excellent field guide, one that sets the industry standard . . . at least for this reviewer, who has
subsequently compared every bird guide to 'Stiles and Skutch.' . . . The authors are two top experts on neo-
tropical birdsin general. . . . Absolutely indispensable for Costa Rica, and very useful for countries which
share Costa Rican avifauna." ?British Bulletin of Publications, April 2000

"Thislong-awaited, much-needed volume may be the best field guide I've ever seen, and it's sure to become
the standard against which all new field guides will be measured. Tehcnically excellent and comprehensive,
it'sthe kind of book readers will not put down at the end of the day, but will savor in the evenings back at
camp."Marcy F. Lawton, University of Alabama

From the Back Cover

"Thislong-awaited, much-needed volume may be the best field guide I've ever seen, and it's sure to become
the standard against which all new field guides will be measured. Tehcnically excellent and comprehensive,
it'sthe kind of book readers will not put down at the end of the day, but will savor in the evenings back at
camp."--Marcy F. Lawton, University of Alabama

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Merideth Davis;

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

Diana Castillo:

That book can make you to fed relax. Thisbook A Guide to the Birds of Costa Ricawas colourful and of
course has pictures around. Aswe know that book A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it can
make you fedl happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that
will.

ThomasKelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
isvery important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your abject. One of them is
niagra A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica

Eric Ballentine:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news. With this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media socia similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the A Guideto the Birds of Costa Ricawhen you necessary it?
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