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Originally published in 1974 and the recipient of the Denis Carroll Book Prize at
the World Congress of the International Criminology Society in 1978, Thomas
Mathiesen’s The Politics of Abolition isalandmark text in critical criminology.
In its examination of Scandinavian penal policy and call for the abolition of
prisons, this book was enormously influential across Europe and beyond among
criminologists, sociologists and legal scholars, as well as advocates of prisoners
rights.

Forty years on and in the context of mass incarceration in many parts of the
world, this book remains relevant to a new generation of penal scholars. This
new edition includes a new introduction from the author, as well as an afterword
that collects contributions from leading criminol ogists and inmates from
Germany, England, Norway and the United States to reflect on the devel opment
and current state of the academic literature on penal abolition.

This book will be suitable for academics and students of criminology and
sociology, as well as those studying political science. It will also be of great
interest to those who read the original book and are looking for new insights into
an issue that is still asimportant and topical today asit was forty years ago.
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in critical criminology. In its examination of Scandinavian penal policy and call for the abolition of prisons,
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scholars, as well as advocates of prisoners' rights.

Forty years on and in the context of mass incarceration in many parts of the world, this book remains
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England, Norway and the United States to reflect on the devel opment and current state of the academic
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Editorial Review
Review

‘Forty years after itsoriginal publication in English, Thomas M athiesen’s The Palitics of Abolition
Revisited boldly re-entersthe debate on the future of imprisonment. With therise of a global prison
industrial complex, contemporary engagementswith the prison —from the U.S. to Australia and from
Europeto Africa— have been compelled to address not only issues of class, but of race and gender as
well. Thisclassic text reminds us once mor e of the importance of deep critique and of the " visionary
nature of the unfinished"." - Angela Davis, Distinguished Professor Emerita, Department of History of
Consciousness and Feminist Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA

‘I'n an age of massincar ceration and dismally low expectationsfor penal reform, Thomas Mathiesen’s
book shineslike a beacon of hope and inspiration. Mathiesen’s commitment to abolition, his concept of
the unfinished, and hisinsider’s account of Nordic penal politics make for thrilling reading and serve
to renew our sense of what should be possible. Forty years on from itsfirst publication, there has
never been abetter timeto revisit The Politics of Abolition.' - David Garland, Professor, School of Law
and the Department of Sociology, New York University, USA

‘Thisbook isasindispensable as ever in demonstrating how to defend against repression by the state.
In thisnew edition Thomas Mathiesen elaborates on the inspiring concept of " negative reform” . Those
who fight for the essentials of civil society might seriously consider using Mathiesen’stheory of the
"unfinished" .’ - Karl F. Schumann, Professor emeritus of Criminology, University of Bremen, Germany

About the Author

Thomas M athiesen earned his Ph.D. in Odlo in 1965 and was afull professor at the University of Oslo from
1972 until 2003. Thomas has been Professor Emeritus since 2003 and has given numerous guest lectures at
universities and collegesin Europe, the US and Latin America. Professor Mathiesen was awarded the Denis
Carroll Prize in 1978, was given an honorary doctors degree at Lund University in 2003 and was Co-founder
of the Norwegian Association of Penal Reform (KROM) in 1968. Thomasis till active in the organization
today. Professor Mathiesen has also published a number of books in various languages, including seven
books in English, among which are Slently Slenced (2004), Prison on Trial (3rd ed. 2006) and Towards a
Surveillant Society (2013).

Users Review
From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some peoplereally feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They arereally
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
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examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Palitics of Abolition Revisited.

Geraldine Noall:

The book The Politics of Abolition Revisited gives you the sense of being enjoy for your sparetime. You
can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Politics of Abolition Revisited to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and
read a publication The Politics of Abolition Revisited. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sherri Ellison:

Here thing why this particular The Palitics of Abalition Revisited are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it dependsin the content from it which is the content
isasyummy as food or not. The Politics of Abolition Revisited giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Politics of Abolition
Revisited. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Politics of Abolition Revisited in e-book can be your aternate.

Carmen Dana:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several booksin the
top record in your reading list is definitely The Politics of Abolition Revisited. This book which can be
gualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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