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This study is about the principles for constructing polite speeches. The core of it
first appeared in Questions and Politeness, edited by Esther N. Goody (now out
of print). It is here reissued with a fresh introduction that surveys the
considerable literature in linguistics, psychology and the social sciences that the
original extended essay stimulated, and suggests distinct directions for research.
The authors describe and account for some remarkable parallelisms in the
linguistic construction of utterances with which people express themselves in
different languages and cultures. A motive for these parallels is isolated -
politeness, broadly defined to include both polite friendliness and polite formality
- and a universal model is constructed outlining the abstract principles underlying
polite usages. This is based on the detailed study of three unrelated languages and
cultures: the Tamil of South India, the Tzeltal spoken by Mayan Indians in
Chiapas, Mexico, and the English of the USA and England, supplemented by
examples from other cultures. Underneath the apparent diversity of polite
behaviour in different societies lie some general pan-human principles of social
interaction, and the model of politeness provides a tool for analysing the quality
of social relations in any society. This volume will be of special interest to
students in linguistic pragmatics, sociolinguistics, applied linguistics,
anthropology, and the sociology and social psychology of interaction.
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This study is about the principles for constructing polite speeches. The core of it first appeared in Questions
and Politeness, edited by Esther N. Goody (now out of print). It is here reissued with a fresh introduction that
surveys the considerable literature in linguistics, psychology and the social sciences that the original
extended essay stimulated, and suggests distinct directions for research. The authors describe and account for
some remarkable parallelisms in the linguistic construction of utterances with which people express
themselves in different languages and cultures. A motive for these parallels is isolated - politeness, broadly
defined to include both polite friendliness and polite formality - and a universal model is constructed
outlining the abstract principles underlying polite usages. This is based on the detailed study of three
unrelated languages and cultures: the Tamil of South India, the Tzeltal spoken by Mayan Indians in Chiapas,
Mexico, and the English of the USA and England, supplemented by examples from other cultures.
Underneath the apparent diversity of polite behaviour in different societies lie some general pan-human
principles of social interaction, and the model of politeness provides a tool for analysing the quality of social
relations in any society. This volume will be of special interest to students in linguistic pragmatics,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, anthropology, and the sociology and social psychology of interaction.
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Editorial Review

Review
It has continued to inspire empirical work as 'the' source on politeness and, more generally, as an important
exemplar in the study of the relationship between language and society. In addition, the broad scope of their
treatment of these concerns has created a work in which many, if not most, of the assumptions guiding the
contemporary study of language use are to found." Douglas G. Glick, Semiotica (1996)

From the Back Cover
This study is about the principles for constructing polite speech.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional
Sociolinguistics). Try to face the book Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in
Interactional Sociolinguistics) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Herman Ovalle:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Politeness: Some
Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

David Russell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
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not happen throughout you if you take Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in
Interactional Sociolinguistics) as your daily resource information.

Anthony Malloy:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional
Sociolinguistics) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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