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A Plains tribe that subsisted on the buffalo, the Cheyennes depended for survival
on the valor and skill of their braves in the hunt and in battle. The fiery spirit of
the young warriors was balanced by the calm wisdom of the tribal headmen, the
peace chiefs, who met yearly as the Council of the Forty-four. "A Cheyenne chief
was required to be a man of peace, to be brave, and to be of generous heart,"
writes Stan Hoig. "Of these qualities the first was unconditionally the most
important, for upon it rested the moral restraint required for the warlike
Cheyenne Nation."

As the Cheyennes began to feel the westward crush of white civilization in the
nineteenth century, a great burden fell to the peace chiefs. Reconciliation with the
whites was the tribe's only hope for survival, and the chiefs were the buffers
between their own warriors and the United States military, who were out to "win
the West." The chiefs found themselves struggling to maintain the integrity of
their people-struggling against overwhelming military forces, against disease,
against the debauchery brought by "firewater," and against the irreversible
decline of their source of livelihood, the buffalo. They were trapped by history in
a nearly impossible position. Their story is a heroic epic and, oftentimes, a
tragedy.

No single book has dealt as intensively as this one with the institution of the
peace chiefs. The author has gleaned significant material from all available
published sources and from contemporary newspapers. A generous selection of
photographs and extensive quotations from ninteteenth-century observers add to
the authenticity of the text. Following a brief analysis of the Sweet Medicine
legend and its relation to the Council of the Forty-four, the more prominent
nineteenth-century chiefs are treated individually in a lucid, felicitous style that
will appeal to both students and lay readers of Indian history.

As adopted Cheyenne chief Boyce D. Timmons says in his preface to this
volume, "Great wisdom, intellect, and love are expressed by the remarkable
Cheyenne chiefs, and if you enter their tipi with an open heart and mind, you
might have some understanding of the great 'Circle of Life.'"
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A Plains tribe that subsisted on the buffalo, the Cheyennes depended for survival on the valor and skill of
their braves in the hunt and in battle. The fiery spirit of the young warriors was balanced by the calm wisdom
of the tribal headmen, the peace chiefs, who met yearly as the Council of the Forty-four. "A Cheyenne chief
was required to be a man of peace, to be brave, and to be of generous heart," writes Stan Hoig. "Of these
qualities the first was unconditionally the most important, for upon it rested the moral restraint required for
the warlike Cheyenne Nation."

As the Cheyennes began to feel the westward crush of white civilization in the nineteenth century, a great
burden fell to the peace chiefs. Reconciliation with the whites was the tribe's only hope for survival, and the
chiefs were the buffers between their own warriors and the United States military, who were out to "win the
West." The chiefs found themselves struggling to maintain the integrity of their people-struggling against
overwhelming military forces, against disease, against the debauchery brought by "firewater," and against the
irreversible decline of their source of livelihood, the buffalo. They were trapped by history in a nearly
impossible position. Their story is a heroic epic and, oftentimes, a tragedy.

No single book has dealt as intensively as this one with the institution of the peace chiefs. The author has
gleaned significant material from all available published sources and from contemporary newspapers. A
generous selection of photographs and extensive quotations from ninteteenth-century observers add to the
authenticity of the text. Following a brief analysis of the Sweet Medicine legend and its relation to the
Council of the Forty-four, the more prominent nineteenth-century chiefs are treated individually in a lucid,
felicitous style that will appeal to both students and lay readers of Indian history.

As adopted Cheyenne chief Boyce D. Timmons says in his preface to this volume, "Great wisdom, intellect,
and love are expressed by the remarkable Cheyenne chiefs, and if you enter their tipi with an open heart and
mind, you might have some understanding of the great 'Circle of Life.'"
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stan Hoig is Professor Emeritus of Journalism at the University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond. His many
books on the West and American Indians include The Sand Creek Massacre, The Peace Chiefs of the
Cheyennes, and Tribal Wars of the Southern Plains.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

In other case, little folks like to read book Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Peace Chiefs of the
Cheyennes. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Paul Blecha:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Peace Chiefs of the
Cheyennes. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Arthur Bailey:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Steven Burley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
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many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes or maybe others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Peace Chiefs of the
Cheyennes to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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