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There is aworld behind the canvas. Past the flat fagade and the crackling paint is
arealm where art lives, breathes, creates, and destroys.

Claudia Miravistaloves art but only seeswhat is on the surface-until the Dutch
boy Pim appearsin the painting in her room. Pim has been trapped in the world
behind the canvas for centuries by a power-hungry witch, and he now believes
that Claudiais his only hope for escape. Fueled by the help of an ancient artist
and some microwaveable magic, Claudia enters the wondrous and terrifying
world behind the canvas, intent on destroying the witch's most cherished
possession and setting her new friend free. But in that world nothing is quite asit
appears on the surface. Not even friendship.
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Thereisaworld behind the canvas. Past the flat fagade and the crackling paint isarealm where art lives,
breathes, creates, and destroys.

Claudia Miravistaloves art but only sees what is on the surface-until the Dutch boy Pim appearsin the
painting in her room. Pim has been trapped in the world behind the canvas for centuries by a power-hungry
witch, and he now believesthat Claudiais hisonly hope for escape. Fueled by the help of an ancient artist
and some microwaveable magic, Claudia enters the wondrous and terrifying world behind the canvas, intent
on destroying the witch's most cherished possession and setting her new friend free. But in that world
nothing is quite as it appears on the surface. Not even friendship.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 5-8—Aiming to do for art history what Rick Riordan's "Percy Jackson" series (Disney-Hyperion) has
done for Greek mythology, Vance's novel follows its 12-year-old protagonist, a budding artist named
Claudia Miravista, into aworld where famous artists and art iconography come to life as dynamic,
idiosyncratic characters. When she unexpectedly spots aliving boy, Pim, peering out from the background of
apainting at the local museum, Claudiais unexpectedly drawn into both a friendship and an interdimensional
conflict, which requires her to join Pim in a mysterious realm built by the imaginations of every major artist
since the Renaissance. Initially bogged down by a great deal of explanatory setup (necessary to make such an
abstract conceit stick), Vance's story flaresto life when Claudia crosses into the canvas for the first time.
Soon, she'strading gossip with the Mona Lisa, befriending one of C.M. Coolidge's poker-playing dogs, and
running from a particularly frightening Max Ernst creation—all to free Pim from the clutches of an evil
artist-witch named Nee Gezicht. Helped aong by tongue-in-cheek footnotes from afictional art
encyclopedia, adventurous readers will end up learning a great deal about art history along the way.
VERDICT A conventional misfit-turned-hero tale elevated by an inspired concept.—Abigail Garnett,
Brooklyn Public Library

Review

“Readers will end up learning agreat deal about art history along theway . . . aninspired concept.” -School
Library Journal

“Thiswell-paced mystery offers a pleasing protagonist and avery unusual setting. VVance cleverly injects the
story with abevy of secondary characters, many of whom readers will recognize from European paintings

and popular art, and humorous footnotes from afictional art-history textbook balance the tension. Themes of
trust and loyalty figure prominently in this story, which explores what it means to be atrue friend.” ?Booklist

About the Author

Alexander Vance'sfirst novel, The Heartbreak Messenger, was praised by School Library Journal asa
"clever read [that] will find an audience with both boys and girls" in astarred review. He works as a
multimedia designer and lives in Western New Y ork with his family.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Molly Edwards:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Behind the Canvas. Y ou can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a book Behind the Canvas. Y ou
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.
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Benita Newton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for awhileisreading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Behind the Canvas book as basic and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Rachedl Danidls;

The guide with title Behind the Canvas posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of theworld. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Morris Sampson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Behind the Canvas which is
getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's find.
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