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Originally published in 1970, The Urban Revolution marked Henri Lefebvre’s
first sustained critique of urban society, a work in which he pioneered the use of
semiotic, structuralist, and poststructuralist methodologies in analyzing the
development of the urban environment. Although it is widely considered a
foundational book in contemporary thinking about the city, The Urban
Revolution has never been translated into English—until now. This first English
edition, deftly translated by Robert Bononno, makes available to a broad
audience Lefebvre’s sophisticated insights into the urban dimensions of modern
life.Lefebvre begins with the premise that the total urbanization of society is an
inevitable process that demands of its critics new interpretive and perceptual
approaches that recognize the urban as a complex field of inquiry. Dismissive of
cold, modernist visions of the city, particularly those embodied by rationalist
architects and urban planners like Le Corbusier, Lefebvre instead articulates the
lived experiences of individual inhabitants of the city. In contrast to the ideology
of urbanism and its reliance on commodification and bureaucratization—the
capitalist logic of market and state—Lefebvre conceives of an urban utopia
characterized by self-determination, individual creativity, and authentic social
relationships.A brilliantly conceived and theoretically rigorous investigation into
the realities and possibilities of urban space, The Urban Revolution remains an
essential analysis of and guide to the nature of the city.Henri Lefebvre (d. 1991)
was one of the most significant European thinkers of the twentieth century. His
many books include The Production of Space (1991), Everyday Life in the
Modern World (1994), Introduction to Modernity (1995), and Writings on Cities
(1995).Robert Bononno is a full-time translator who lives in New York. His
recent translations include The Singular Objects of Architecture by Jean
Baudrillard and Jean Nouvel (Minnesota, 2002) and Cyberculture by Pierre Lévy
(Minnesota, 2001).
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Originally published in 1970, The Urban Revolution marked Henri Lefebvre’s first sustained critique of
urban society, a work in which he pioneered the use of semiotic, structuralist, and poststructuralist
methodologies in analyzing the development of the urban environment. Although it is widely considered a
foundational book in contemporary thinking about the city, The Urban Revolution has never been translated
into English—until now. This first English edition, deftly translated by Robert Bononno, makes available to
a broad audience Lefebvre’s sophisticated insights into the urban dimensions of modern life.Lefebvre begins
with the premise that the total urbanization of society is an inevitable process that demands of its critics new
interpretive and perceptual approaches that recognize the urban as a complex field of inquiry. Dismissive of
cold, modernist visions of the city, particularly those embodied by rationalist architects and urban planners
like Le Corbusier, Lefebvre instead articulates the lived experiences of individual inhabitants of the city. In
contrast to the ideology of urbanism and its reliance on commodification and bureaucratization—the
capitalist logic of market and state—Lefebvre conceives of an urban utopia characterized by self-
determination, individual creativity, and authentic social relationships.A brilliantly conceived and
theoretically rigorous investigation into the realities and possibilities of urban space, The Urban Revolution
remains an essential analysis of and guide to the nature of the city.Henri Lefebvre (d. 1991) was one of the
most significant European thinkers of the twentieth century. His many books include The Production of
Space (1991), Everyday Life in the Modern World (1994), Introduction to Modernity (1995), and Writings
on Cities (1995).Robert Bononno is a full-time translator who lives in New York. His recent translations
include The Singular Objects of Architecture by Jean Baudrillard and Jean Nouvel (Minnesota, 2002) and
Cyberculture by Pierre Lévy (Minnesota, 2001).
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author

Henri Lefebvre (1901–1991) was heralded in Radical Philosophy as “the most prolific of French Marxist
intellectuals”; he was a sociologist, philosopher, activist, and public intellectual.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Urban Revolution book because book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Roger Cooper:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Urban Revolution can make you feel more interested to read.

Herman Deans:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Urban
Revolution.
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Henrietta Belcher:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Urban Revolution to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Urban Revolution can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
that time.
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