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The spectre of Gilles de Rais, satanist and child-killer, eclipses French history
like a dark star. A fallen general, once the champion of Jeanne d'Arc, de Rais'
riches and experimentations led him to the very gates of Hell. The juxtaposition
of de Rais' obscene crimes and insidious aristocratic glamour lodges him in our
minds as some kind of medieaval Hannibal Lecter, and he is indeed believed to
be the inspiration behind Perrault's classic fairytale of the serial wife-killer
Bluebeard. SATANIC ALCHEMY is a testament to the enduring legend of
Gilles de Rais and his status in the popular imagination as history's first ever
Devil-worshipping serial killer. With essays from some of the most fertile
imaginations of recent centuries - including J-K Huysmans, Georges Bataille and
Valentine Penrose - as well as a complete chronology and register of people and
places in de Rais' brief but cataclysmic existence, this book is a rich evocation of
the perversely seductive aura, the satanic allure of the most intriguing figure in
the annals of mass murder. Parts of this book previously appeared in Dark Star
(Creation Books, 2005).
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The spectre of Gilles de Rais, satanist and child-killer, eclipses French history like a dark star. A fallen
general, once the champion of Jeanne d'Arc, de Rais' riches and experimentations led him to the very gates of
Hell. The juxtaposition of de Rais' obscene crimes and insidious aristocratic glamour lodges him in our
minds as some kind of medieaval Hannibal Lecter, and he is indeed believed to be the inspiration behind
Perrault's classic fairytale of the serial wife-killer Bluebeard. SATANIC ALCHEMY is a testament to the
enduring legend of Gilles de Rais and his status in the popular imagination as history's first ever Devil-
worshipping serial killer. With essays from some of the most fertile imaginations of recent centuries -
including J-K Huysmans, Georges Bataille and Valentine Penrose - as well as a complete chronology and
register of people and places in de Rais' brief but cataclysmic existence, this book is a rich evocation of the
perversely seductive aura, the satanic allure of the most intriguing figure in the annals of mass murder. Parts
of this book previously appeared in Dark Star (Creation Books, 2005).
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gilles de Rais - one of the most glorious, sinister, enigmatic figures in all European history." -- Henry
Miller

About the Author
Candice Black was born in England and graduated from Warwick University. She specialises in Surrealist
studies and history.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Satanic Alchemy is a testament to the enduring myth of Gilles de Rais and his fantastic, if actually less
frightening alter ego, Barbe-Bleue, and the way in which the two have fused in the popular imagination of
centuries. The spectre of de Rais/Bluebeard has permeated French (and to a lesser degree pan-European)
consciousness to almost as great an extent as that of the Marquis de Sade, to the point where Jules Michelet,
in his History Of The French Revolution, could declare: "Societies perish under atrocity, the Middles Ages
by a Gilles de Retz; the old order by de Sade, high priest of assassins”. This fascination applies equally to
literature; of the surrealists, Georges Bataille in particular engaged with de Rais, closely examining his case
in The Trial Of Gilles de Rais (1965), while Antonin Artaud in the first manifesto of his Theatre Of Cruelty
(1932) saw in a putative reconstruction of the Bluebeard story the chance for a "new notion of eroticism and
cruelty”. While Bataille's interests remain historical and anthropological, the story of Gilles de Rais has
attracted as many novelists as historians, drawn to the mythopoeic aura of this most enigmatic of mass-
murderers. The first notable literary advocate of Gilles de Rais remains J-K Huysmans, famous for his novel
A Rebours and its quintessential decadent, Des Esseintes. Huysmans' later novel La-Bas (1891), a virtual
apology for Satanism, is threaded by a version of the de Rais story as narrated by the book's protagonist,
Durtal. Punctuated by the author's own poetic interventions, this account depicts de Rais as an arch-decadent
beset by demonic visions and ravening sexual manias - "the 15th century Des Esseintes”. The most
intriguing entry in Satanic Alchemy must be the first ever English translation of Huysmans' pamphlet La
Sorcellerie En Poitou (also known as La Magie En Poitou), published in 1897 in a limited edition for private
circulation only. Described by Huysmans as a reductionist, non-fiction version of La-Bas, it demonstrates the
ongoing fascination exerted by de Rais over the author. Satanic Alchemy continues with three more views of
de Rais by notable, but very differing, authors: Valentine Penrose, Sabine Baring-Gould, and Georges
Bataille. Beautifully translated from the original French by Alexander Trocchi, Valentine Penrose's
evocation of the de Rais legend is taken from The Bloody Countess (1952), her classic account of Elizabeth
Bathory. Pitched as a black satanic fairytale ...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bruce Alexander:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Satanic
Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you
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can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Victoria Austin:

The book untitled Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais is the publication that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Della Francis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities
Of Gilles de Rais that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais
become your own personal starter.
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