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In this book, the first written about the globalization of the English language by a
professional historian, the exploration of English's global ascendancy receives its
proper historical due. This brief, accessible volume breaks new ground in its
organization, emphasis on causation, and conclusions.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Northrup convincingly demonstrates that linguistic dominance is neither cause nor consequence of cultural,
economic or political hegemony; rather, the rise of global English is a complex story involving interactions
among them all, and stems as much from the individual decisions of the dominated as from the policies of
the dominant. How English Became the Global Language is a stimulating and worthwhile read in its own
right, but is also a model for interdisciplinary approaches to complex social phenomena.' - Survival

"The global rise of English is a complex topic, and it deserves the kind of careful treatment found in
Northrup's exceptional book. It will light the path for future studies of global English." - Muscat Daily

"Languages spread as their speakers interact with other populations that become enticed or forced by various
factors to learn and use them. They can travel long distances too, typically when they are associated with
trans-territorial trade and/or colonial or imperial expansion. Bridging his expertise on colonial history with
especially the ethnography of communication and the economics of language, David Northrup engages the
reader in a very informative global account of the spread of English as the world's first truly 'global lingua
franca.' An intellectually stimulating must-read for students of globalization and language, of language
endangerment, and of world Englishes." - Salikoko S. Mufwene, The Frank J. McLoraine Distinguished
Service Professor of Linguistics and the College, University of Chicago, USA

"David Northrup presents a concise but broad and lively survey of the rise and spread of the English
language over just under a millennium. A rather comprehensive introduction addresses disciplinary
approaches to language, language history, layers of language, and shows how the English language got
caught up in recent debates on imperialism. I believe this is quite an original work that will certainly draw
attention and provoke wide discussion." - Patrick Manning, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of World History,
University of Pittsburgh, USA

About the Author
David Northrup was Professor of History at Boston College for four decades and has published widely in
African, Atlantic, and world history. He is the co-author of The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-
Century African Slave Trader (2010); author of Africa's Discovery of Europe, 1450-1850, Third Edition
(2013), The Atlantic Slave Trade, Third Edition (2011), and Crosscurrents in the Black Atlantic, 1770-1965
(2007); and a contributor to the Oxford Handbook on the Atlantic World, c. 1450-1820 (2009) and the
Oxford History of the British Empire (1988, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This How English Became the Global Language
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is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

William Svendsen:

The feeling that you get from How English Became the Global Language will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but How English Became the Global Language giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this How English Became the Global Language
instantly.

Linda Long:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept How English
Became the Global Language suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The book untitled How English Became the Global Languageis the one of several books which everyone
read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

James Hudson:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book How English Became the Global Language to
make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book
and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve How English Became the Global Language can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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