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In this novel by celebrated South African writer Zakes Mda, Kristin Uys, a tough
magistrate who lives alone with her cat in the Roodepoort district of
Johannesburg, goes on a one-woman crusade to wipe out prostitution in her town.
Her reasons are personal, and her zeal is fierce. Her main targets are the Visagie
Brothers, Stevo and Shortie, who run a brothel, and although she fails to take
down the entire establishment, she manages to nail Stevo for contempt of court,
serving him a six-month sentence. From Diepkloof Prison, the outraged Stevo
orchestrates his revenge against the magistrate, aided and abetted by the rather
inept Shortie and his former nanny, Aunt Magda.

Kristin receives menacing phone calls and her home is invaded and
vandalized—even her cat isn’t spared the threats—and the chief magistrate has
no choice but to assign a bodyguard to protect her. To Kristin’s consternation,
security guard Don Mateza moves into her home and trails her everywhere. This
new arrangement doesn’t suit Don’s longtime girlfriend Tumi, a former model
and successful businesswoman, who is intent on turning Don into a Black
Diamond—a member of the wealthy new black South African middle class. And
Don soon finds that his new assignment has unexpected complications that Tumi
simply does not understand.

In Black Diamond, Mda tackles every conceivable South African stereotype,
skillfully turning them upside down and exposing their ironies—often
hilariously. This is a clever, quirky novel, in which Mda captures the essence of
contemporary life in a fast-changing urban world.
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In this novel by celebrated South African writer Zakes Mda, Kristin Uys, a tough magistrate who lives alone
with her cat in the Roodepoort district of Johannesburg, goes on a one-woman crusade to wipe out
prostitution in her town. Her reasons are personal, and her zeal is fierce. Her main targets are the Visagie
Brothers, Stevo and Shortie, who run a brothel, and although she fails to take down the entire establishment,
she manages to nail Stevo for contempt of court, serving him a six-month sentence. From Diepkloof Prison,
the outraged Stevo orchestrates his revenge against the magistrate, aided and abetted by the rather inept
Shortie and his former nanny, Aunt Magda.

Kristin receives menacing phone calls and her home is invaded and vandalized—even her cat isn’t spared the
threats—and the chief magistrate has no choice but to assign a bodyguard to protect her. To Kristin’s
consternation, security guard Don Mateza moves into her home and trails her everywhere. This new
arrangement doesn’t suit Don’s longtime girlfriend Tumi, a former model and successful businesswoman,
who is intent on turning Don into a Black Diamond—a member of the wealthy new black South African
middle class. And Don soon finds that his new assignment has unexpected complications that Tumi simply
does not understand.

In Black Diamond, Mda tackles every conceivable South African stereotype, skillfully turning them upside
down and exposing their ironies—often hilariously. This is a clever, quirky novel, in which Mda captures the
essence of contemporary life in a fast-changing urban world.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A vibrant portrait of South Africa today.”
(New Yorker)

“As a whole, the novel's strength is . . . this new phenomenon of the socially divisive push for wealth and
status. Personal wealth, Mda seems to be saying, is the new arbiter of class and privilege.”
(Bookslut)

About the Author

Zakes Mda is professor of creative writing in the Department of English at Ohio University, and a South
African novelist, poet, and playwright. His novels include Ways of Dying, The Heart of Redness, and The
Sculptors of Mapungubwe, the latter also published by Seagull Books. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Araceli Burns:

The book Black Diamond (The Africa List) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Black Diamond (The Africa List) to become
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve Black Diamond (The
Africa List). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

William Perrotta:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Black Diamond (The Africa List) has been making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages
for you. The guide Black Diamond (The Africa List) is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship using the book Black Diamond (The Africa List). You never feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Carolyn Brown:

The book Black Diamond (The Africa List) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
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research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
book.

Patricia Phipps:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is named of book Black Diamond (The Africa List). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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