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Trauma and its aftermath pose acute problems for historical representation and
understanding. In Writing History, Writing Trauma, Dominick LaCapra critically
analyzes attempts by theorists and literary critics to come to terms with trauma
and with the crucial role post-traumatic testimonies—notably Holocaust
testimonies—assume in thought and in writing. These attempts are addressed in a
series of six interlocking essays that adapt psychoanalytic concepts to historical
analysis, while employing sociocultural and political critique to elucidate trauma
and its aftereffects in culture and in people. This updated edition includes a
substantive new preface that reconsiders some of the issues raised in the book.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Intellectually complex yet lucid." -- Erik Weisengruber, Literary Research

"This is a comprehensive, informed and generously footnoted contribution to trauma studies... Writing
History, Writing Trauma will thus important reading not only to trauma theorists and their critics, but to
historians and literary critics of all persuasions invested in rethinking the relationship between trauma,
history, and ethics." -- Debarati Sanyal, SubStance

"ÝT¨houghtful and compelling... LaCapra's discussions of historiography, philosophy, and psychoanalysis
are extraordinarily lucid, and this book is a brilliant example of some of the capabilities of contemporary
trauma theory in analyzing representations of trauma." -- James Berger, Tikkun

"Intellectually complex yet lucid." -- Erik Weisengruber, Literary Research

"[T]houghtful and compelling... LaCapra's discussions of historiography, philosophy, and psychoanalysis are
extraordinarily lucid, and this book is a brilliant example of some of the capabilities of contemporary trauma
theory in analyzing representations of trauma." -- Tikkun

"This is a comprehensive, informed and generously footnoted contribution to trauma studies... Writing
History, Writing Trauma will thus important reading not only to trauma theorists and their critics, but to
historians and literary critics of all persuasions invested in rethinking the relationship between trauma,
history, and ethics." -- Debarati Sanyal, SubStance

"[T]houghtful and compelling... LaCapra's discussions of historiography, philosophy, and psychoanalysis are
extraordinarily lucid, and this book is a brilliant example of some of the capabilities of contemporary trauma
theory in analyzing representations of trauma." -- Tikkun

Review

LaCapra's analysis of trauma is folded into an ambitious and compelling reflection on the possibilities for a
genuinely cross-disciplinary theoretical dialogue on history... Important reading not only to trauma theorists
and their critics, but to historians and literary critics of all persuasions invested in rethinking the relationship
between trauma, history, and ethics.

(SubStance)

Thoughtful and compelling... LaCapra's discussions of historiography, philosophy, and psychoanalysis are
extraordinarily lucid, and this book is a brilliant example of some of the capabilities of contemporary trauma
theory in analyzing representations of trauma.

(Tikkun)
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The strength of LaCapra's text lies in its urgency, in the clarity of its commitment to historiographic
adequacy and the constructive potential of a psychoanalytic mode of interpretation, and in its appeal to a
sense of civic responsibility.

(Criticism)

Until now trauma studies lacked the kind of discerning metacommentary that would adjudicate among its
emergent logics, truth claims, intellectual strategies, objects of analysis, and scholarly positions. That dream
of totalization, however, is precisely what LaCapra casts doubt upon in his important new book.

(Modernism/Modernity)

Insightful and compassionate... LaCapra both uses and transcends contemporary critical theory in assessing
the influence of trauma on present-day historical writing.

(Holocaust and Genocide Studies)

About the Author

Dominick LaCapra is the Bryce and Edith M. Bowmar Professor in Humanistic Studies emeritus at Cornell
University. His books include History and Its Limits: Human, Animal, Violence and History, Literature,
Critical Theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a publication. The book Writing History, Writing Trauma (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book features high quality.

Sarah Maddocks:

Precisely why? Because this Writing History, Writing Trauma (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving
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your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lloyd North:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Writing History, Writing
Trauma (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Margie Rodriguez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the Writing History, Writing Trauma (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and
Society) when you essential it?
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