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The Essential School Board Book highlights effective practices that are common
to high-functioning boards around the country—boards that are working
successfully with their superintendents and communities to improve teaching and
learning.

Amid today’ s heightened attention on student achievement, school boards find
their responsibilities intensified and transformed. In this age of accountability, al
school boards need to consider how best to maintain afocus on student
achievement and promote it through district and school policies.

In ahighly readable and accessible fashion, the book summarizes research
linking school board practices to student achievement. It features stories of
sixteen diverse boards around the country—elected and appointed; rural, urban,
and suburban—and the policies and procedures they have employed to enhance
student achievement. Also included is aresource section for those investigating
successful school board policies and practices in more depth.
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The Essential School Board Book highlights effective practices that are common to high-functioning boards
around the country—boards that are working successfully with their superintendents and communities to
improve teaching and learning.

Amid today’ s heightened attention on student achievement, school boards find their responsibilities
intensified and transformed. In this age of accountability, al school boards need to consider how best to
maintain afocus on student achievement and promote it through district and school policies.

In ahighly readable and accessible fashion, the book summarizes research linking school board practices to
student achievement. It features stories of sixteen diverse boards around the country—elected and appointed;
rural, urban, and suburban—and the policies and procedures they have employed to enhance student
achievement. Also included is aresource section for those investigating successful school board policies and
practices in more depth.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Essential School Board Book is one of the best books ever written on school board governance. Every
board president and superintendent should make it required reading for the entire board-superintendent team.
It iswell researched and practical. The advice is sound and comes from real experience and practice that we
can all learn from. What s more, the strategies to increase student achievement and |earning work. Walser
has done a great service by featuring effective policy and practice for good school governance. This book
will prove indispensable to true district transformation. --Anne L. Bryant, executive director, National
School Boards Association

In this engaging, practical guide, Walser uses case studies of successful school boards to highlight effective
governance practices. She offers real-world solutions that will inspire school board members aswell as
superintendents, principals, and other leaders striving to build successful partnershipsin support of academic
achievement. --Daniel A. Domenech, executive director, American Association of School Administrators

After decades of virtual silence on the importance of school boards, Nancy Walser s book contributes to the
recent rediscovery of the influence of American school boards on school reform efforts. Her book stands
alonein revealing the inner workings of a diverse group of successful school boards, providing practical and
reliable guidance to board members and superintendents. --Thomas L. Alsbury, associate professor and
program coordinator, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, North Carolina State University

From the Back Cover

Amid today’ s heightened attention on student achievement, school boards find their responsibilities
intensified and transformed. In this age of accountability, al school boards need to consider how best to
maintain a focus on student achievement and promote it through district and school policies.

The Essential School Board Book answers this challenge in unmistakably practical and helpful terms. It
highlights effective practices that are common to high-functioning boards around the country—boards that
are working successfully with their superintendents and communities to improve teaching and learning. It
features stories of sixteen diverse boards—elected and appointed; rural, urban, and suburban—and the
policies and procedures they have employed to enhance student achievement. Also included is aresource
section for investigating successful school board policies and practices in more depth.

“The Essential School Board Book is one of the best books ever written on school board governance. Every
board president and superintendent should make it required reading for the entire board-superintendent team.
It iswell researched and practical. The advice is sound and comes from real experience and practice that we
can al learn from. What's more, the strategies to increase student achievement and learning work. Wal ser
has done a great service by featuring effective policy and practice for good school governance. This book
will prove indispensable to true district transformation.” — Anne L. Bryant, executive director, National
School Boards Association

“In this engaging, practical guide, Walser uses case studies of successful school boards to highlight effective
governance practices. She offers real-world solutions that will inspire school board members as well as
superintendents, principals, and other leaders striving to build successful partnershipsin support of academic
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achievement.” — Danidgl A. Domenech, executive director, American Association of School Administrators

“ After decades of virtual silence on the importance of school boards, Nancy Walser’s book contributes to the
recent rediscovery of the influence of American school boards on school reform efforts. Her book stands
alone in revealing the inner workings of a diverse group of successful school boards, providing practical and
reliable guidance to board members and superintendents.” — Thomas L. Alsbury, associate professor and
program coordinator, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, North Carolina State University

Nancy Walser is editor of the Harvard Education Letter and coeditor of Spotlight on Leadership and School
Change. Sheisaformer member of the Cambridge, Massachusetts, school board.

About the Author

Nancy Walser is editor of the Harvard Education Letter and coeditor of Spotlight on Leadership and School
Change. Sheis aformer member of the Cambridge, Massachusetts, school board.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Hofmeister:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take awalk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The
Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability? Maybeit isfor being best
activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Green:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
Asitisknown to us that book is very important for people. The book The Essential School Board Book:
Better Governance in the Age of Accountability has been making you to know about other information and
of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The
Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability isnot only giving you alot
more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Essential School
Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability. Y ou never experience lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Jill Williams:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
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the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
isthis The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability.

Raymond Murray:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in
the Age of Accountability can be very good book to read. May beit could be best activity to you.
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