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As a new resident of Togo in 1985, Judy Rosenthal witnessed her first Gorovodu
trance ritual. Over the next eleven years, she studied this voodoo in West Africa's
Ewe populations of coastal Ghana, Togo, and Benin, an area once called the
Slave Coast. The result is Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo, an
ethnography of spirit possession that focuses on law and morality in "medecine
Vodu" orders. Gorovodu is not a doctrinal set, but rather a lingusitic, moral, and
spiritual community, with both real and imagined aspects.

In medecine Vodu possession, the deities evoked are spirits of "bought people"
from the savanna regions, slaves who worked for southern coastal lineages, often
marrying into Ewe families. Drumming and dancing rituals, replete with
voluptuous trances and gender reversals, bring these "foreign" spirits back into
Ewe communities to protect worshippers, heal the sick and troubled, arbitrate
disputes, and enjoy themselves as they did before they died. (Rosenthal employs
Bakhtin's theory of carnival to interpret the openly festive element of Gorovodu.)
The changeable nature of the religion echoes the lack of boundaries of the
Gorovodu family and the residents' belief that communal and individual identity
are fluid rather than fixed. Numerous name changes early in this century
indicated a strategy for resisting colonial control.

Writing from a background of anthropology, Rosenthal carefully monitors her
own role as narrator in the book, aware of the cultural distance between her and
the Africans she is writing about. She intends this ethnography to mirror the
"texts" of voodoo itself, a body of signifiers and meanings with which the reader
must interact in order to make sense of it.
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As a new resident of Togo in 1985, Judy Rosenthal witnessed her first Gorovodu trance ritual. Over the next
eleven years, she studied this voodoo in West Africa's Ewe populations of coastal Ghana, Togo, and Benin,
an area once called the Slave Coast. The result is Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo, an
ethnography of spirit possession that focuses on law and morality in "medecine Vodu" orders. Gorovodu is
not a doctrinal set, but rather a lingusitic, moral, and spiritual community, with both real and imagined
aspects.

In medecine Vodu possession, the deities evoked are spirits of "bought people" from the savanna regions,
slaves who worked for southern coastal lineages, often marrying into Ewe families. Drumming and dancing
rituals, replete with voluptuous trances and gender reversals, bring these "foreign" spirits back into Ewe
communities to protect worshippers, heal the sick and troubled, arbitrate disputes, and enjoy themselves as
they did before they died. (Rosenthal employs Bakhtin's theory of carnival to interpret the openly festive
element of Gorovodu.) The changeable nature of the religion echoes the lack of boundaries of the Gorovodu
family and the residents' belief that communal and individual identity are fluid rather than fixed. Numerous
name changes early in this century indicated a strategy for resisting colonial control.

Writing from a background of anthropology, Rosenthal carefully monitors her own role as narrator in the
book, aware of the cultural distance between her and the Africans she is writing about. She intends this
ethnography to mirror the "texts" of voodoo itself, a body of signifiers and meanings with which the reader
must interact in order to make sense of it.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Rodriguez:

The book Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Possession,
Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Lorraine Bryant:

This book untitled Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Kisha Hutton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo it is very good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Harold Esparza:

The reason why? Because this Possession, Ecstasy, and Law in Ewe Voodoo is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the
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content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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