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This is a new translation of and commentary on Pico della Mirandola's most
famous work, the Oration on the Dignity of Man. It is the first English edition to
provide readers with substantial notes on the text, essays that address the work's
historical, philosophical, and theological context, and a survey of its reception.
Often called the "Manifesto of the Renaissance," this brief but complex text was
originally composed in 1486 as the inaugural speech for an assembly of
intellectuals, which could have produced one of the most exhaustive
metaphysical, theological, and psychological debates in history, had Pope
Innocent VIII not forbidden it. This edition of the Oration reflects the spirit of the
original text in bringing together experts in different fields. Not unlike the debate
Pico optimistically anticipated, the resulting work is superior to the sum of its
parts.
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This is a new translation of and commentary on Pico della Mirandola's most famous work, the Oration on the
Dignity of Man. It is the first English edition to provide readers with substantial notes on the text, essays that
address the work's historical, philosophical, and theological context, and a survey of its reception. Often
called the "Manifesto of the Renaissance," this brief but complex text was originally composed in 1486 as
the inaugural speech for an assembly of intellectuals, which could have produced one of the most exhaustive
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Editorial Review

Review
"Giovanni Pico della Mirandola's Oratio is arguably the best-known text of Renaissance philosophy.... an
impressive collection that includes several substantive essays, a Latin text with an excellent facing-page
English translation, a critical overview of the text, and a detailed footnote commentary.... This volume is a
model of collaborative scholarship and constitutes a major contribution to the study of the work of Giovanni
Pico della Mirandola. In meticulous detail, it explores the many sources at Pico's disposal.... the volume
presents a highly consistent and extremely valuable commentary on Pico's best-known text."
--M. V. Dougherty, Ohio Dominican University, Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author
Francesco Borghesi teaches in the Department of Italian Studies at the University of Sydney. Among his
publications are Concordia, pietas, docta religio (2004) and the forthcoming Giovanni Pico della Mirandola
(2012).

Michael Papio is an Associate Professor of Italian Studies at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He is
the author of Keen and Violent Remedies: Social Satire and the Grotesque in Masuccio Salernitano's
Novellino (2000) and the translator of Boccaccio's Expositions on Dante's Comedy (2009).

Massimo Riva is a Professor of Italian Studies at Brown University, Rhode Island. He has also taught at the
University of Sydney, Australia, Northwestern University, Illinois, and the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst. He is the author of Italian Tales: An Anthology of Contemporary Italian Fiction (2004) and co-
editor of Renato Poggioli: An Intellectual Life (2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Corbin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New
Translation and Commentary. Try to face the book Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A
New Translation and Commentary as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Shaw:

This Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
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an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of
Man: A New Translation and Commentary without we recognize teach the one who examining it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of
Man: A New Translation and Commentary can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Pico della
Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Karin Eubanks:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of
Man: A New Translation and Commentary can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one
book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary.

Catherine Gates:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Pico della Mirandola: Oration on
the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary or even others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Pico della Mirandola:
Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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