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As he prepared to wage his war of annihilation on the Eastern Front, Adolf Hitler
repeatedly drew parallels between the Nazi quest for Lebensraum, or living
space, in Eastern Europe and the United States's westward expansion under the
banner of Manifest Destiny. The peoples of Eastern Europe were, he said, his
“redskins,” and for his colonial fantasy of a*“German East” he claimed a
historical precedent in the United States' s displacement and killing of the native
population. Edward B. Westermann examines the validity, and value, of this
claim in Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars.

The book takes an empirical approach that highlights areas of similarity and
continuity, but also explores key distinctions and differences between these two
national projects. The westward march of American empire and the Nazi
conquest of the East offer clear parallels, not |least that both cases fused a sense of
national purpose with racial stereotypesthat aided in the exclusion,
expropriation, and killing of peoples. Westermann eval uates the phil osophies of
Manifest Destiny and Lebensraum that justified both conquests, the national and
administrative policies that framed Nazi and U.S. governmental involvement in
these efforts, the military strategies that supported each nation’s political goals,
and the role of massacre and atrocity in both processes. Important differences
emerge: agoal of annihilation versus one of assimilation and acculturation; a
planned military campaign versus a confused strategy of pacification and
punishment; large-scale atrocity as routine versus massacre as exception.

Comparative history at its best, Westermann's assessment of these two national
projects provides crucial insights into not only their rhetoric and pronouncements
but also the application of policy and ideology “on the ground.” His sophisticated
and nuanced revelations of the similarities and dissimilarities between these two
cases will inform further study of genocide, as well as our understanding of the
Nazi conquest of the East and the American conquest of the West.
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As he prepared to wage his war of annihilation on the Eastern Front, Adolf Hitler repeatedly drew parallels
between the Nazi quest for Lebensraum, or living space, in Eastern Europe and the United States's westward
expansion under the banner of Manifest Destiny. The peoples of Eastern Europe were, he said, his
“redskins,” and for his colonial fantasy of a“German East” he claimed a historical precedent in the United
States' s displacement and killing of the native population. Edward B. Westermann examines the validity, and
value, of thisclaim in Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars.

The book takes an empirical approach that highlights areas of similarity and continuity, but also explores key
distinctions and differences between these two national projects. The westward march of American empire
and the Nazi conquest of the East offer clear parallels, not least that both cases fused a sense of national
purpose with racial stereotypes that aided in the exclusion, expropriation, and killing of peoples. Westermann
evaluates the philosophies of Manifest Destiny and Lebensraum that justified both conquests, the national
and administrative policies that framed Nazi and U.S. governmental involvement in these efforts, the military
strategies that supported each nation’s political goals, and the role of massacre and atrocity in both processes.
Important differences emerge: agoal of annihilation versus one of assimilation and acculturation; a planned
military campaign versus a confused strategy of pacification and punishment; large-scale atrocity as routine
Versus massacre as exception.

Comparative history at its best, Westermann’ s assessment of these two national projects provides crucial
insights into not only their rhetoric and pronouncements but a so the application of policy and ideology “on
the ground.” His sophisticated and nuanced revelations of the similarities and dissimilarities between these
two cases will inform further study of genocide, as well as our understanding of the Nazi conquest of the
East and the American conquest of the West.
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Editorial Review
Review

“This thoughtful, provocative book compares the Nazi occupation of Eastern Europe with the United States's
conquest of the American West. Itsinsights and conclusions are sure to stimulate new debates among a
broad array of scholars.” Robert Wooster, author of The American Military Frontiers: The United States
Army in the West, 1783-1900

About the Author

Edward B. Westermann is Professor of History at Texas A&M University—San Antonio. He is the author
of Hitler’'s Police Battalions: Enforcing Racial War in the East.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Pamela Dudley:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian
Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) will make you to be
smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that open or reading a book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Francisco Gentry:

The reserve untitled Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns
and Commanders Series) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information
that they share for your requirementsis absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Hitler's Ostkrieg
and the Indian Wars. Comparing Genocide and Conguest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) from the
publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Victoria Owen:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It al right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian
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Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) which is having the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's observe.

William Littlejohn:

This Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conguest (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars. Comparing
Genocide and Conguest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel deepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't misstheitem! Just read
this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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