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Emerging in the early 1970s, the Organization of Iranian People’s Fadai
Guerrillas (OIPFG) became one of the most important secular left political
organizations of Iran. Despite their lasting influence and the ways in which their
efforts helped to shape the history of Iran for decades to come, little is known
about the group. A Guerrilla Odyssey presents the first comprehensive
examination of the rise and fall of the Fadai urban guerrilla movement in Iran.
Based on the exhaustive analysis of the published and unpublished works of the
Fadai, as well archival material, and interviews with activists, the author
demonstrates historically and sociologically the conditions that surrounded the
debut and demise of urban guerrilla warfare that defined a decade of Iranian
political life in the 1970s. Vahabzadeh offers a critique of various aspects of the
Fadai’s theories of national liberation in an attempt to reconsider the painful
relationship between modernization, secularism, and democracy in contemporary
Iran. The author also makes a compelling case to explain why older,
revolutionary social movements of the 1960s and 1970s have transformed into
the democratic, new social movements that emerged from the 1980s onwards, in
the form of today’s women’s, student, and youth movements in Iran. A Guerilla
Odyssey is a meticulous researched, engrossing narrative promising to be major
contribution to the field of Iranian history.
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Emerging in the early 1970s, the Organization of Iranian People’s Fadai Guerrillas (OIPFG) became one of
the most important secular left political organizations of Iran. Despite their lasting influence and the ways in
which their efforts helped to shape the history of Iran for decades to come, little is known about the group. A
Guerrilla Odyssey presents the first comprehensive examination of the rise and fall of the Fadai urban
guerrilla movement in Iran.
Based on the exhaustive analysis of the published and unpublished works of the Fadai, as well archival
material, and interviews with activists, the author demonstrates historically and sociologically the conditions
that surrounded the debut and demise of urban guerrilla warfare that defined a decade of Iranian political life
in the 1970s. Vahabzadeh offers a critique of various aspects of the Fadai’s theories of national liberation in
an attempt to reconsider the painful relationship between modernization, secularism, and democracy in
contemporary Iran. The author also makes a compelling case to explain why older, revolutionary social
movements of the 1960s and 1970s have transformed into the democratic, new social movements that
emerged from the 1980s onwards, in the form of today’s women’s, student, and youth movements in Iran. A
Guerilla Odyssey is a meticulous researched, engrossing narrative promising to be major contribution to the
field of Iranian history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Peyman Vahabzadeh is assistant professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Victoria,
British Columbia. He is the author of Articulated Experience: Toward a Radical Phenomenology of
Contemporary Social Movements.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible A Guerrilla Odyssey:
Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979
(Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Maria Hernandez:

The book A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National
Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of
National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book A Guerrilla
Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-
1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Joshua Parsons:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
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suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization,
Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual
and Political History of the Middle East) to read.

Angel Sutton:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National
Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East).
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