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The Promise of Amida Buddha is the first complete English translation of a
seminal collection of writings by the Japanese Pure Land school's founder,
Honen-shonin (1133-1212). The so-called Japanese Anthology (Wago Toroku)
collects his surviving short writings composed in Japanese, including letters of
exhortation and public pronouncements. The vital writings provide a window
into Honen's life and the turbulent era in which he lived and taught.

Honen-shonin, who lived in Japan in the twelfth century, saw that the complexity
of traditional Buddhist practices made them inaccessible to people outside the
monastic elite. Drawing on the Chinese Pure Land tradition, he re-imagined Pure
Land practice for Japan and ushered in a new and dynamic practice that
continues in the present day. In our degenerate age, says Honen, we cannot hope
to reach enlightenment via the practices employed by the Buddhist masters of
old. For us there is only one avenue to liberation--rebirth in the Pure Land of
Amida, from whence our progress is irreversible and our ultimate release
assured. The Pure Land is a heavenly destination made manifest through the pure
vow of Amida to save all beings, and we secure passage to this land in our next
life through pure faith in Amida at the very moment of death. The practice of
faith in Amida is performed through nembutsu, the continual recitation of the
mantra Namu Amida Butsu, which bonds us to Amida and brings us into his care.
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The Promise of Amida Buddha is the first complete English translation of a seminal collection of writings by
the Japanese Pure Land school's founder, Honen-shonin (1133-1212). The so-called Japanese Anthology
(Wago Toroku) collects his surviving short writings composed in Japanese, including letters of exhortation
and public pronouncements. The vital writings provide a window into Honen's life and the turbulent era in
which he lived and taught.

Honen-shonin, who lived in Japan in the twelfth century, saw that the complexity of traditional Buddhist
practices made them inaccessible to people outside the monastic elite. Drawing on the Chinese Pure Land
tradition, he re-imagined Pure Land practice for Japan and ushered in a new and dynamic practice that
continues in the present day. In our degenerate age, says Honen, we cannot hope to reach enlightenment via
the practices employed by the Buddhist masters of old. For us there is only one avenue to liberation--rebirth
in the Pure Land of Amida, from whence our progress is irreversible and our ultimate release assured. The
Pure Land is a heavenly destination made manifest through the pure vow of Amida to save all beings, and we
secure passage to this land in our next life through pure faith in Amida at the very moment of death. The
practice of faith in Amida is performed through nembutsu, the continual recitation of the mantra Namu
Amida Butsu, which bonds us to Amida and brings us into his care.
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Editorial Review

Review
"These records provide an invaluable glimpse not only into Honen's Pure Land Buddhism but also the
landscape of Japanese society in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries." (Buddhadharma)

About the Author
Joji Atone was born in Fukuoka, Japan, in 1951 and holds a PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Since 1992, he has been the director of Bukkyo University-Los Angeles Extension.

Yoko Hayashi, MEd, is a retired educator living in Los Angeles. The daughter of a Japanese Pure Land
missionary, she was born in Hawaii, where she spent her professional career.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to
Bliss. Try to make the book The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ruth Davis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Mary Deemer:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
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have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Promise of Amida Buddha:
Honen's Path to Bliss which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Eric Hodges:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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