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"Many technical studies within classics or comp lit make one feel inferior,
lacking in the requisite languages or critical grammar. Moss's work, to the
contrary, gives the intelligent reader all that is necessary."--William G. Doty,
Auburn University

The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama is a critical study of what makes tragedy
tragic. Leonard Moss seeks an answer in his readings of three seminal
philosophers of tragedy: Plato, Hegel, and Nietzsche. He then takes the subject a
step farther by directly applying their different philosophical approaches to the
underlying ethical contradictions operating in tragedy, as well as to the technical
resources of tragic drama.
Discussing tragic elements of major works from the Greeks to Shakespeare to
Kafka and outlining the continuities that link them through time, Moss claims
that protagonists normally display stereotypical attributes of masculinity or
femininity that ultimately lead to their undoing. Principal figures in tragic dramas
of classical Athens are seen as victims of a profound egoism that distorts their
idealized image with self-pity, anxiety, and wrath. Shakespeare's noblest
characters, too, turn themselves into victims of an intense fixation on power and
perfection.
According to Moss, Shakespeare and the Athenians were delivering a radical
critique of their respective cultures' notions about human excellence; they were
playing variations on a single theme. The tragic hero doesn't only self-destruct,
he or she personifies the inconsistency of an entire value system. Moss connects
this theory to specific literary techniques to describe how ethical considerations
are embodied in the images, narrative format, and rhetoric fashioned by great
tragedians.
Leonard Moss, professor emeritus of comparative literature at the State
University of New York at Geneseo, currently edits the journal of the Rhode
Island Jewish Historical Association in Providence. He is the author of Arthur
Miller and of many articles on tragic drama.
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"Many technical studies within classics or comp lit make one feel inferior, lacking in the requisite languages
or critical grammar. Moss's work, to the contrary, gives the intelligent reader all that is necessary."--William
G. Doty, Auburn University

The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama is a critical study of what makes tragedy tragic. Leonard Moss seeks
an answer in his readings of three seminal philosophers of tragedy: Plato, Hegel, and Nietzsche. He then
takes the subject a step farther by directly applying their different philosophical approaches to the underlying
ethical contradictions operating in tragedy, as well as to the technical resources of tragic drama.
Discussing tragic elements of major works from the Greeks to Shakespeare to Kafka and outlining the
continuities that link them through time, Moss claims that protagonists normally display stereotypical
attributes of masculinity or femininity that ultimately lead to their undoing. Principal figures in tragic dramas
of classical Athens are seen as victims of a profound egoism that distorts their idealized image with self-pity,
anxiety, and wrath. Shakespeare's noblest characters, too, turn themselves into victims of an intense fixation
on power and perfection.
According to Moss, Shakespeare and the Athenians were delivering a radical critique of their respective
cultures' notions about human excellence; they were playing variations on a single theme. The tragic hero
doesn't only self-destruct, he or she personifies the inconsistency of an entire value system. Moss connects
this theory to specific literary techniques to describe how ethical considerations are embodied in the images,
narrative format, and rhetoric fashioned by great tragedians.
Leonard Moss, professor emeritus of comparative literature at the State University of New York at Geneseo,
currently edits the journal of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association in Providence. He is the author
of Arthur Miller and of many articles on tragic drama.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama.

Ricardo Hamilton:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need this specific The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama to read.

Henry Taylor:

The actual book The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama will bring you to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sandra Forester:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama.
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