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Salvador Novo (1904–1974) was a provocative and prolific cultural presence in
Mexico City through much of the twentieth century. With his friend and fellow
poet Xavier Villaurrutia, he cofounded Ulises and Contemporáneos, landmark
avant-garde journals of the late 1920s and 1930s. At once "outsider" and
"insider," Novo held high posts at the Ministries of Culture and Public Education
and wrote volumes about Mexican history, politics, literature, and culture. The
author of numerous collections of poems, including XX poemas, Nuevo amor,
Espejo, Dueño mío, and Poesía 1915–1955, Novo is also considered one of the
finest, most original prose stylists of his generation.

Pillar of Salt is Novo's incomparable memoir of growing up during and after the
Mexican Revolution; shuttling north to escape the Zapatistas, only to see his
uncle murdered at home by the troops of Pancho Villa; and his initiations into
literature and love with colorful, poignant, complicated men of usually mutually
exclusive social classes. Pillar of Salt portrays the codes, intrigues, and dynamics
of what, decades later, would be called "a gay ghetto." But in Novo's Mexico
City, there was no name for this parallel universe, as full of fear as it was canny
and vibrant. Novo's memoir plumbs the intricate subtleties of this world with
startling frankness, sensitivity, and potential for hilarity. Also included in this
volume are nineteen erotic sonnets, one of which was long thought to have been
lost.
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Salvador Novo (1904–1974) was a provocative and prolific cultural presence in Mexico City through much
of the twentieth century. With his friend and fellow poet Xavier Villaurrutia, he cofounded Ulises and
Contemporáneos, landmark avant-garde journals of the late 1920s and 1930s. At once "outsider" and
"insider," Novo held high posts at the Ministries of Culture and Public Education and wrote volumes about
Mexican history, politics, literature, and culture. The author of numerous collections of poems, including XX
poemas, Nuevo amor, Espejo, Dueño mío, and Poesía 1915–1955, Novo is also considered one of the finest,
most original prose stylists of his generation.

Pillar of Salt is Novo's incomparable memoir of growing up during and after the Mexican Revolution;
shuttling north to escape the Zapatistas, only to see his uncle murdered at home by the troops of Pancho
Villa; and his initiations into literature and love with colorful, poignant, complicated men of usually mutually
exclusive social classes. Pillar of Salt portrays the codes, intrigues, and dynamics of what, decades later,
would be called "a gay ghetto." But in Novo's Mexico City, there was no name for this parallel universe, as
full of fear as it was canny and vibrant. Novo's memoir plumbs the intricate subtleties of this world with
startling frankness, sensitivity, and potential for hilarity. Also included in this volume are nineteen erotic
sonnets, one of which was long thought to have been lost.
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Editorial Review

Review
"And if "translators translate context," as Edith Grossman asserts, then what we encounter when we read
Pillar of Salt is a supreme translation not only of language but also of culture, politics, sexuality, and
boyhood.  " (Micah McCrary Bookslut 2014-05-01)

About the Author
Salvador Novo (1904–1974) was a provocative and prolific cultural presence in Mexico City through much
of the twentieth century. With his friend and fellow poet Xavier Villaurrutia, he cofounded Ulises and
Contemporáneos, landmark avant-garde journals of the late 1920s and 1930s. At once “outsider” and
“insider,” Novo held high posts at the Ministries of Culture and Public Education and wrote volumes about
Mexican history, politics, literature, and culture. The author of numerous collections of poems, including XX
poemas, Nuevo amor, Espejo, Dueño mío, and Poesía 1915–1955, Novo is also considered one of the finest,
most original prose stylists of his generation.

Marguerite Feitlowitz is the author of the internationally acclaimed A Lexicon of Terror: Argentina and the
Legacies of Torture. She has translated the works of, among others, Griselda Gambaro, Carlos Monsiváis,
Liliane Atlan, and Angélica Gorodischer. She teaches literature at Bennington College in Bennington,
Vermont.

Carlos Monsiváis was Mexico’s most beloved and esteemed journalist, critic, essayist, activist, and
chronicler of the “urban carnival,” as he called his nation’s capital. The recipient of over thirty prizes and
awards, including the Guadalajara International Book Fair Prize, Mexico’s National Prize for Journalism,
and multiple honorary degrees, Monsiváis was prolific. Among his many works is Salvador Novo: Lo
marginal en el centro.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Pillar of Salt: An
Autobiography, with 19 Erotic Sonnets (Texas Pan American Literature in Translation)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Adeline Bonds:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Pillar of Salt: An Autobiography, with 19 Erotic Sonnets (Texas Pan
American Literature in Translation) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
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the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Pillar of Salt: An Autobiography, with 19
Erotic Sonnets (Texas Pan American Literature in Translation) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Pillar of Salt: An Autobiography, with 19 Erotic Sonnets
(Texas Pan American Literature in Translation) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jonathan Leake:

The book with title Pillar of Salt: An Autobiography, with 19 Erotic Sonnets (Texas Pan American Literature
in Translation) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joseph Lee:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Pillar of Salt: An Autobiography, with 19 Erotic Sonnets (Texas Pan American
Literature in Translation) when you essential it?
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