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Early modernists turned to theories of consciousness and aestheticism to combat
what they saw as the hostility of naturalism and to find new ways of thinking
about reality. This consciousness took various forms, including a Jamesian sense
of moral ambiguity, Proustian time spots, and B ergsonian intuition, but the
Nietzschean theory that reality depends on perception connected them all. This
modernist movement reached a distinguished level of achievement with novelists
Thomas Mann, Marcel Proust, and James Joyce, but a succession of
counterinfluences transformed it after World War II, when elitism and a desire
for a homogeneous culture gave way to diversity and elements of mass culture. In
Literary Modernism and Beyond, Richard Lehan tracks the evolution of the
movement from its emergence in the late nineteenth century to its recent
incarnations.

In this wide-ranging study, Lehan demonstrates how and why the "originary
vision" of modernism changed radically after it gained prominence. With critical
discussions on a wide variety of major modernist writers, intellectuals, and artists
and their works -- including Virginia Woolf, Gertrude Stein, T. S. Eliot, Wallace
Stevens, Andre Gide, Franz Kafka, Zora Neale Hurston, Ian Fleming, and J. K.
Rowling -- Lehan examines the large-scale changes that came as critical
authority moved from one generation to another. Both popular culture and
literary criticism -- especially "critical theory" -- acted as key agents of change,
and structuralism, poststructuralism, and concerns with gender and race also
greatly influenced the movement. Along with a process of decline and a nihilism
that emerged from the modernist movement, these changes created a new literary
reality and with it a new textuality.

Literary Modernism and Beyond treats modernism's major innovations of myth,
symbol, and structure not as individual pieces but as interrelated contributions to
a historical process, the product of three generations of transformations. Lehan's
analysis provides a more complete understanding than ever before of the
movement itself.
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Early modernists turned to theories of consciousness and aestheticism to combat what they saw as the
hostility of naturalism and to find new ways of thinking about reality. This consciousness took various
forms, including a Jamesian sense of moral ambiguity, Proustian time spots, and B ergsonian intuition, but
the Nietzschean theory that reality depends on perception connected them all. This modernist movement
reached a distinguished level of achievement with novelists Thomas Mann, Marcel Proust, and James Joyce,
but a succession of counterinfluences transformed it after World War II, when elitism and a desire for a
homogeneous culture gave way to diversity and elements of mass culture. In Literary Modernism and
Beyond, Richard Lehan tracks the evolution of the movement from its emergence in the late nineteenth
century to its recent incarnations.

In this wide-ranging study, Lehan demonstrates how and why the "originary vision" of modernism changed
radically after it gained prominence. With critical discussions on a wide variety of major modernist writers,
intellectuals, and artists and their works -- including Virginia Woolf, Gertrude Stein, T. S. Eliot, Wallace
Stevens, Andre Gide, Franz Kafka, Zora Neale Hurston, Ian Fleming, and J. K. Rowling -- Lehan examines
the large-scale changes that came as critical authority moved from one generation to another. Both popular
culture and literary criticism -- especially "critical theory" -- acted as key agents of change, and
structuralism, poststructuralism, and concerns with gender and race also greatly influenced the movement.
Along with a process of decline and a nihilism that emerged from the modernist movement, these changes
created a new literary reality and with it a new textuality.

Literary Modernism and Beyond treats modernism's major innovations of myth, symbol, and structure not as
individual pieces but as interrelated contributions to a historical process, the product of three generations of
transformations. Lehan's analysis provides a more complete understanding than ever before of the movement
itself.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

"[Lehan] has further widened his scope (and deepened his insights) with a sweeping study of modernism and
postmodernism.... [Literary Modernism] provides an indispensable overview of literary creation and
criticism over the past one-hundred-plus years. It is an engrossing read as well as a useful research tool, its
index directing the reader to enlightening looks at particular writers and concepts in the context of their time
and its tendencies." -- Studies in American Naturalism

In Literary Modernism and Beyond, Richard Lehan tracks the evolution of modernism from its emergence in
the late nineteenth century to its recent incarnations. In his wide-ranging study, Lehan demonstrates how and
why the "originary vision" of modernism changed radically after it gained prominence. With critical
discussions on a variety of modernist writers, intellectuals, and artists and their works -- including Virginia
Woolf, Gertrude Stein, T. S. Eliot, Wallace Stevens, André Gide, Franz Kafka, Zora Neale Hurston, Ian
Fleming, and J. K. Rowling -- Lehan examines the large-scale changes that came about as critical authority
moved from one generation to another.

About the Author

Richard Lehan is professor emeritus of English at the University of California, Los Angeles. The recipient of
a Guggenheim fellowship and a Fulbright award, he is the author of nine other books, including The City in
Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History and Realism and Naturalism: The Novel in an Age of
Transition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorretta Cox:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the
Realms of the Text. Try to make the book Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the
Realms of the Text as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Nora Mickey:

The book Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the Realms of the Text make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being
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your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
through a book Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the Realms of the Text being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication
Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the Realms of the Text. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Lewis Farnsworth:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the Realms of the Text, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

Shari Villa:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Literary Modernism and Beyond: The Extended Vision and the Realms of the Text.
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