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One of the most continuously influential figures of the past half century, Joan
Jonas was among the first artists to embrace the forms of video, performance and
installation. From her beginnings as a sculptor, and her emergence in the New
York art and performance scenes of the 1960s and 70s (including the seminal
"Vertical Roll" video piece of 1972, in which the titular television malfunction
enacted a memorably fractured female identity), up through her six appearances
at Documenta and her performance at the Performa 13 biennial, her work has
always been surprising, groundbreaking and necessary. This extensively
illustrated volume, containing hundreds of full-color photographs, drawings,
scripts and diagrams, presents the definitive collection of Jonas' work. The first
and authoritative career-spanning monograph of the multimedia pioneer, it covers
more than 40 years of performances, films, videos, installations, texts and video
sculptures. Art writer Joan Simon has painstakingly researched every one of
Jonas' works and includes notes on each piece, along with new and never-before-
published writings by the artist that provide extensive background. In the Shadow
a Shadow also contains essays by Douglas Crimp, Barbara Clausen and Johanna
Burton, and unpublished photographs and drawings from Jonas' archives. With a
detailed production and exhibition history of the video and performance works,
as well as the first comprehensive bibliography and biography of the artist, this
intensively researched and authoritative book documents the range, breadth and
depth of one of the most prolifically original artists of the twentieth and twenty-
first centuries.
New York–born and based, Joan Jonas (born 1936) has taught at UCLA School
of the Arts, in Stuttgart, Germany and at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, where she is a professor emerita. She has lived and worked in
Greece, Morocco, India, Germany, Holland, Iceland, Poland, Japan, Italy,
Hungary and Ireland.
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One of the most continuously influential figures of the past half century, Joan Jonas was among the first
artists to embrace the forms of video, performance and installation. From her beginnings as a sculptor, and
her emergence in the New York art and performance scenes of the 1960s and 70s (including the seminal
"Vertical Roll" video piece of 1972, in which the titular television malfunction enacted a memorably
fractured female identity), up through her six appearances at Documenta and her performance at the
Performa 13 biennial, her work has always been surprising, groundbreaking and necessary. This extensively
illustrated volume, containing hundreds of full-color photographs, drawings, scripts and diagrams, presents
the definitive collection of Jonas' work. The first and authoritative career-spanning monograph of the
multimedia pioneer, it covers more than 40 years of performances, films, videos, installations, texts and
video sculptures. Art writer Joan Simon has painstakingly researched every one of Jonas' works and includes
notes on each piece, along with new and never-before-published writings by the artist that provide extensive
background. In the Shadow a Shadow also contains essays by Douglas Crimp, Barbara Clausen and Johanna
Burton, and unpublished photographs and drawings from Jonas' archives. With a detailed production and
exhibition history of the video and performance works, as well as the first comprehensive bibliography and
biography of the artist, this intensively researched and authoritative book documents the range, breadth and
depth of one of the most prolifically original artists of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
New York–born and based, Joan Jonas (born 1936) has taught at UCLA School of the Arts, in Stuttgart,
Germany and at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where she is a professor emerita. She has lived
and worked in Greece, Morocco, India, Germany, Holland, Iceland, Poland, Japan, Italy, Hungary and
Ireland.
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Editorial Review

Review
This massive and copiously researched volume records all of Jonas’ work visually and textually–including
performance scripts and scores for pieces which involved simultaneous visual, verbal and aural components,
all with accompanying notes by the artist and annotations by Simon… This monograph is an invaluable
record of Jonas’ work. (Andrea Kirsh Artblog)

...a monumental art-historical achievement. (Maya Harakawa The Brooklyn Rail)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irene Weinstein:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication In the Shadow a Shadow: The Work of
Joan Jonas will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Kevin Vargas:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take In the Shadow a Shadow: The Work of
Joan Jonas as your daily resource information.

Maria Carlin:

Why? Because this In the Shadow a Shadow: The Work of Joan Jonas is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
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publication store hurriedly.

Laura Ide:

This In the Shadow a Shadow: The Work of Joan Jonas is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having In the Shadow a Shadow: The Work of Joan Jonas in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that will?
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