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Forging Islamic Power and Place charts the nineteenth-century rise of avast
network of Islamic scholars stretching across Southeast Asia and the Indian
Ocean to Arabia. Following the political and military collapse of the tiny
Sultanate of Patani in what is now southern Thailand and northern Malaysia, a
displaced community of scholars led by Shaykh D? 2d bin * Abd All?h a-Fa??n?
regrouped in Mecca. In the years that followed, al-Fa??n? composed more than
forty works that came to form the basis for a new, text-based type of Islamic
practice. Viaanetwork of scholars, students, and scribes, al-Fa??n? s writings
made their way back to Southeast Asia, becoming the core texts of emerging
pondok (Islamic schools) throughout the region. Islamic scholars thus cameto be
the primary power brokers in the construction of a new moral community, setting
forth an intellectual wave that spurred cultural identity, literacy, and areligious
practice that grew ever more central to daily life.

In Forging Islamic Power and Place, Francis R. Bradley analyzes the important
role of this vibrant Patani knowledge network in the formation of Islamic
ingtitutions of learning in Southeast Asia. He makes use of an impressive range
of sources, including officia colonia documents, traveler accounts, missionary
writings, and above all atrove of handwritten manuscriptsin Malay and Arabic,
what remains of one of the most fertile zones of knowledge production anywhere
in the Islamic world at the time. Writing against prevailing notions of Southeast
Asiaasthe passive recipient of the Islamic traditions of the Middle East, Bradley
shows how a palitically marginalized community engineered its own cultural
renaissance via the moral virility of the Islamic scholarly tradition and the power
of the written word. He highlights how, in an age of rising colonial power, these
knowledge producers moved largely unnoticed and unhindered between
Southeast Asiaand the Middle East carrying out sweeping cultural and religious
change. His focus on Thailand’ s so-called “deep south,” which has been
marginalized in scholarly studies until recent times, helps lay the groundwork for
anew generation of scholarship on the region and furthers our understanding of
the present-day crisisin southern Thailand.
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The study of Islam in Southeast Asia has been most often relegated to the realm
of religious studies, and historians have considered the development of the nation
as the single-most important historiographical problem in the region. By focusing
on the role of human agency and the logistics of knowledge transmission, this
book transforms our understanding of the long and complex history of the flow
of religious knowledge between the Middle East and Southeast Asia.
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Forging Islamic Power and Place charts the nineteenth-century rise of avast network of Islamic scholars
stretching across Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean to Arabia. Following the political and military
collapse of the tiny Sultanate of Patani in what is now southern Thailand and northern Malaysia, a displaced
community of scholars led by Shaykh D7 2d bin ‘ Abd All?h al-Fa?”’n? regrouped in Mecca. In the years that
followed, al-Fa?”n? composed more than forty works that came to form the basis for a new, text-based type
of Idamic practice. Viaanetwork of scholars, students, and scribes, al-Fa??n? s writings made their way
back to Southeast Asia, becoming the core texts of emerging pondok (Islamic schools) throughout the region.
Islamic scholars thus came to be the primary power brokersin the construction of a new moral community,
setting forth an intellectual wave that spurred cultural identity, literacy, and areligious practice that grew
ever more central to daily life.

In Forging Islamic Power and Place, Francis R. Bradley analyzes the important role of this vibrant Patani
knowledge network in the formation of Islamic institutions of learning in Southeast Asia. He makes use of an
impressive range of sources, including official colonial documents, traveler accounts, missionary writings,
and above all atrove of handwritten manuscriptsin Malay and Arabic, what remains of one of the most
fertile zones of knowledge production anywhere in the Islamic world at the time. Writing against prevailing
notions of Southeast Asia as the passive recipient of the Islamic traditions of the Middle East, Bradley shows
how a politically marginalized community engineered its own cultural renaissance viathe moral virility of
the Islamic scholarly tradition and the power of the written word. He highlights how, in an age of rising
colonial power, these knowledge producers moved largely unnoticed and unhindered between Southeast Asia
and the Middle East carrying out sweeping cultural and religious change. His focus on Thailand’ s so-called
“deep south,” which has been marginalized in scholarly studies until recent times, helps lay the groundwork
for anew generation of scholarship on the region and furthers our understanding of the present-day crisisin
southern Thailand.

The study of Islam in Southeast Asia has been most often relegated to the realm of religious studies, and
historians have considered the development of the nation as the single-most important historiographical
problem in the region. By focusing on the role of human agency and the logistics of knowledge transmission,
this book transforms our understanding of the long and complex history of the flow of religious knowledge
between the Middle East and Southeast Asia.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Francis R. Bradley is assistant professor of history at the Pratt Institute, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Nathan Ware:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by
abook. Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Forging Islamic Power and
Place: The Legacy of Shaykh Daud bin * Abd Allah al-Fatani in Mecca and Southeast Asia (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isfar
from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with
you?

Geraldine Dube:

Typically the book Forging Islamic Power and Place: The Legacy of Shaykh Daud bin *Abd Allah a-Fatani
in Mecca and Southeast Asia (Southeast Asia: Palitics, Meaning, and Memory) has alot of information on it.
So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

John McKenzie:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is Forging |slamic Power and Place: The Legacy of Shaykh Daud
bin ‘Abd Allah al-Fatani in Mecca and Southeast Asia (Southeast Asia: Palitics, Meaning, and Memory).
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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Patricia Clay:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Forging Islamic Power and Place: The Legacy of
Shaykh Daud bin * Abd Allah al-Fatani in Mecca and Southeast Asia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to open
abook and read it. Beside that the reserve Forging Islamic Power and Place: The Legacy of Shaykh Daud
bin ‘Abd Allah al-Fatani in Mecca and Southeast Asia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can
to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
that time.
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