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Intherich and varied life storiesin Under the Black Umbrella, elderly Koreans
recall incidents that illustrate the complexities of Korea during the colonial
period. Hildi Kang here reinvigorates a period of Korean history long shrouded
in the silence of those who endured under the "black umbrella' of Japanese
colonial rule. Existing descriptions of the colonial period tend to focus on
extremes: imperial repression and national resistance, Japanese subjugation and
Korean suffering, Korean backwardness and Japanese progress. "Most people,”
Kang says, "have read or heard only the horror stories which, although true, tell
only asmall segment of colonid life."

The varied accounts in Under the Black Umbrella reveal atruth that is both more
ambiguous and more human—the small-scale, mundane redlities of lifein
colonial Korea. Accessible and attractive narratives, linked by brief historical
overviews, provide alarge and fully textured view of Korea under Japanese rule.
Looking past racial hatred and repression, Kang reveals small acts of resistance
carried out by Koreans, aswell as gestures of fairness by Japanese colonizers.
Impressive for the history it recovers and preserves, Under the Black Umbrellais
a candid, human account of a complicated time in a contested place.
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Intherich and varied life storiesin Under the Black Umbrélla, elderly Koreans recall incidents that illustrate
the complexities of Korea during the colonial period. Hildi Kang here reinvigorates a period of Korean
history long shrouded in the silence of those who endured under the "black umbrella’ of Japanese colonial
rule. Existing descriptions of the colonial period tend to focus on extremes. imperial repression and national
resistance, Japanese subjugation and Korean suffering, Korean backwardness and Japanese progress. "Most
people," Kang says, "have read or heard only the horror stories which, although true, tell only asmall
segment of colonial life."

The varied accounts in Under the Black Umbrella reveal atruth that is both more ambiguous and more
human—the small-scale, mundane redlities of life in colonial Korea. Accessible and attractive narratives,
linked by brief historical overviews, provide alarge and fully textured view of Korea under Japanese rule.
Looking past racial hatred and repression, Kang reveals small acts of resistance carried out by Koreans, as
well as gestures of fairness by Japanese colonizers. Impressive for the history it recovers and preserves,
Under the Black Umbrella is a candid, human account of a complicated time in a contested place.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In thisriveting and highly informative collection of oral histories, Kang has intricately woven together these
voicesinto an impressive history of the Japanese colonia period that tells the story of people who lived their
lives under the duress of the Japanese. . . . Thisisan important book and sheds light on areas not often
covered in other works. Most assuredly, Kang's book is a valuable addition to the growing body of works on
the Japanese colonia period. The 'voices that Kang has collected for her book present afresh view, not to
mention a clearer picture of this period of Korean history."?Jeffrey Miller, Korea Times (3 August 2001)

"It is often said that Japan's colonial ventures produced two contrasting legacies: bitternessin Korea and
positive memoriesin Taiwan. This book argues that K oreans had in fact more mixed experiences." ?Foreign
Affairs (January/February 2002)

"The recollections that Kang collected contribute an essential (but to date neglected) ingredient to our
understanding of Korea's colonial history. Their contents disturb the neat package that pits the colonizing
(Japanese) aggressor against the colonized (Korean) victim."2Mark Caprio, Korean Studies Review (2002)

"Whereas history is usually a story of 'great men' told by its 'winners," Hildi Kang's Under the Black
Umbrella offers new insightsinto Korean history asit was lived every day by ordinary people. The diversity
and heterogeneity of human experiences in this book challenge the oversimplified story of the Japanese
colonial period in Koreathat has held sway in Korean history until now."?Elaine M. Kim, University of
Cdlifornia, Berkeley

"For its many voices and for the candor that comes from those voices, Under the Black Umbrella is a book
of exceptional merit. Through the observations and reminiscences of Koreans who lived under Japanese rule,
Hildi Kang shows us an interesting and mostly unknown picture of daily lifein aneglected colony."?Bruce
Cumings, University of Chicago

"Under the Black Umbrella is a pioneering collection of oral histories of Koreans who lived through the
turbulent years of Japanese rule. It has many rich, vivid, and moving stories that reveal diversity and
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complexity of colonial life. No doubt this book will be a valuable addition to the growing body of works on
colonial Koreain the West."?Gi-Wook Shin, University of California, Los Angeles

From the Inside Flap

"Whereas history is usually a story of 'great men' told by its 'winners," Hildi Kang's Under the Black
Umbrella offers new insights into Korean history asit was lived every day by ordinary people. The diversity
and heterogeneity of human experiencesin Under the Black Umbrella challenge the oversimplified story of
the Japanese colonial period in Koreathat has held sway in Korean history until now."--Elaine M. Kim,
University of California, Berkeley

"For its many voices and for the candor that comes from those voices, Under the Black Umbrellais a book of
exceptional merit. Through the observations and reminiscences of Koreans who lived under Japanese rule,
Hildi Kang shows us an interesting and mostly unknown picture of daily lifein a neglected colony."--Bruce
Cumings, University of Chicago

"Under the Black Umbrellais a pioneering collection of oral histories of Koreans who lived through the
turbulent years of Japanese rule. It has many rich, vivid, and moving stories that reveal diversity and
complexity of colonial life. No doubt this book will be a valuable addition to the growing body of works on
colonial Koreain the West."--Gi-Wook Shin, University of California, Los Angeles

About the Author
Hildi Kang is an educator and writer living in Livermore, California. She is the author of several books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mario Berry:

The book Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea, 1910-1945 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Under the
Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonia Korea, 1910-1945? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea, 1910-1945 has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start
and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Shanika Jeans:

The event that you get from Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonia Korea, 1910-1945 could be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Under the Black Umbrella: V oices from Colonial
Korea, 1910-1945 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Under
the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea, 1910-1945 instantly.
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Derek Wire:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from
Colonial Korea, 1910-1945, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Byron Angle:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many waysto get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonia Korea, 1910-1945 when you required it?
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