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The sexual revolution: an evocative term, but what meaning can be given to it
today? How does “sexuality” come into being, and what connections does it have
with the changes that have affected personal life more generally? In answering
these questions, the author disputes many of the dominant interpretations of the
role of sexuality in modern culture.
The author suggests that the revolutionary changes in which sexuality has
become cauth up are more long-term than generally conceded. He sees them as
intrinsic to the development of modern societies as a whole and to the broad
characteristics of that development. Sexuality as we know it today is a creation of
modernity, a terrain upon which the contradictory tendencies of modern social
life play themselves out in full. Emancipation and oppression, opportunity and
risk?these have become a part of a heady mix that irresistably ties our individual
lives to global outcomes and the transformation of intimacy.
We live today in a social order in which, for the first time in histroy, women are
becoming equal to men?or at least have lodged a claim to such equality as their
right. The author does not attempt to analyze the gender inequalities that persist
in the economic or political domains, but instead concentrates on a more hisdden
personal area in which women?ordinary women, in the course of their day-to-day
lives, quite apart from any political agenda?have pioneered changes of greate,
and generalizable, importance. These changes essentially concern an exploration
of the potentialities of the “pure relationship,” a relaitonship that presumes sexual
and emotional equality, and is explosive in its connotations for pre-existing
relations of power.
The author analyzes the emergence of what he calls plastic sexuality?sexuality
freed from its intrinsic relation to reproduction?in terms of the emotional
emancipation implicit in the pure relationship, as well as women’s claim to
sexual pleasure. Plastic sexuality is decentered sexuality, freed from both
reproduction and subservience to a fixed object. It can be molded as a trait of
personality, and thus become bound up with the reflexivity of the self. Premised
on plastic sexuality, the pure relationship is not exclusively heterosexual; it is
neutral in terms of sexual orientation.
The author speculates that the transformaion of intimacy might be a subversive
influence on modern institutions as a whole, for a social world in which the
dominant ideal was to achieve intinsic rewards from the company of others might
be vastly different from that which we know at the present.
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The sexual revolution: an evocative term, but what meaning can be given to it today? How does “sexuality”
come into being, and what connections does it have with the changes that have affected personal life more
generally? In answering these questions, the author disputes many of the dominant interpretations of the role
of sexuality in modern culture.
The author suggests that the revolutionary changes in which sexuality has become cauth up are more long-
term than generally conceded. He sees them as intrinsic to the development of modern societies as a whole
and to the broad characteristics of that development. Sexuality as we know it today is a creation of
modernity, a terrain upon which the contradictory tendencies of modern social life play themselves out in
full. Emancipation and oppression, opportunity and risk?these have become a part of a heady mix that
irresistably ties our individual lives to global outcomes and the transformation of intimacy.
We live today in a social order in which, for the first time in histroy, women are becoming equal to men?or
at least have lodged a claim to such equality as their right. The author does not attempt to analyze the gender
inequalities that persist in the economic or political domains, but instead concentrates on a more hisdden
personal area in which women?ordinary women, in the course of their day-to-day lives, quite apart from any
political agenda?have pioneered changes of greate, and generalizable, importance. These changes essentially
concern an exploration of the potentialities of the “pure relationship,” a relaitonship that presumes sexual and
emotional equality, and is explosive in its connotations for pre-existing relations of power.
The author analyzes the emergence of what he calls plastic sexuality?sexuality freed from its intrinsic
relation to reproduction?in terms of the emotional emancipation implicit in the pure relationship, as well as
women’s claim to sexual pleasure. Plastic sexuality is decentered sexuality, freed from both reproduction and
subservience to a fixed object. It can be molded as a trait of personality, and thus become bound up with the
reflexivity of the self. Premised on plastic sexuality, the pure relationship is not exclusively heterosexual; it
is neutral in terms of sexual orientation.
The author speculates that the transformaion of intimacy might be a subversive influence on modern
institutions as a whole, for a social world in which the dominant ideal was to achieve intinsic rewards from
the company of others might be vastly different from that which we know at the present.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a short book that differs in style from Giddens's others. He strives here for accessibility and
readability. . . . The chapters are all interesting and informative, thoughtful and thought-provoking, concise
and to the point." (Contemporary Sociology)

"Giddens, a towering figure in Anglo-American sociology, has now extended his analyses of modernity to
include the area of intimacy in this thoughtful and provocative book." (Choice)

From the Inside Flap

The sexual revolution: an evocative term, but what meaning can be given to it today? How does “sexuality”
come into being, and what connections does it have with the changes that have affected personal life more
generally? In answering these questions, the author disputes many of the dominant interpretations of the role
of sexuality in modern culture.
The author suggests that the revolutionary changes in which sexuality has become cauth up are more long-
term than generally conceded. He sees them as intrinsic to the development of modern societies as a whole
and to the broad characteristics of that development. Sexuality as we know it today is a creation of
modernity, a terrain upon which the contradictory tendencies of modern social life play themselves out in
full. Emancipation and oppression, opportunity and risk—these have become a part of a heady mix that
irresistably ties our individual lives to global outcomes and the transformation of intimacy.
We live today in a social order in which, for the first time in histroy, women are becoming equal to men—or
at least have lodged a claim to such equality as their right. The author does not attempt to analyze the gender
inequalities that persist in the economic or political domains, but instead concentrates on a more hisdden
personal area in which women—ordinary women, in the course of their day-to-day lives, quite apart from
any political agenda—have pioneered changes of greate, and generalizable, importance. These changes
essentially concern an exploration of the potentialities of the “pure relationship,” a relaitonship that presumes
sexual and emotional equality, and is explosive in its connotations for pre-existing relations of power.
The author analyzes the emergence of what he calls plastic sexuality—sexuality freed from its intrinsic
relation to reproduction—in terms of the emotional emancipation implicit in the pure relationship, as well as
women’s claim to sexual pleasure. Plastic sexuality is decentered sexuality, freed from both reproduction and
subservience to a fixed object. It can be molded as a trait of personality, and thus become bound up with the
reflexivity of the self. Premised on plastic sexuality, the pure relationship is not exclusively heterosexual; it
is neutral in terms of sexual orientation.
The author speculates that the transformaion of intimacy might be a subversive influence on modern
institutions as a whole, for a social world in which the dominant ideal was to achieve intinsic rewards from
the company of others might be vastly different from that which we know at the present.

From the Back Cover

“Giddens, a towering figure in Anglo-American sociology, has now extended his analyses of modernity to
include the area of intimacy in this thoughtful and provocative book.”—Choice
“This is a short book that differs in style from Giddens’s others. He strives here for accessibility and
readability. . . . The chapters are all interesting and informative, thoughtful and thought-provoking, concise
and to the point.”—Contemporary Sociology
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Transformation of
Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern Societies is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gary Tawney:

Typically the book The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern Societies will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern Societies is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Violet Shook:

The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern Societies can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern Societies although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial pondering.

Victor Parisi:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern Societies
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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