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Entomologist Justin O. Schmidt is on a mission. Some say it’s a brave
exploration, others shake their heads in disbelief. His goal? To compare the
impacts of stinging insects on humans, mainly using himself as the gauge.

In The Sting of the Wild, the colorful Dr. Schmidt takes us on a journey inside the
lives of stinging insects, seeing the world through their eyes as well as his own.
He explains how and why they attack and reveals the powerful punch they can
deliver with a small venom gland and a "sting," the name for the apparatus that
delivers the venom. We learn which insects are the worst to encounter and why
some are barely worth considering.

The Sting of the Wild includes the complete Schmidt Sting Pain Index, published
here for the first time. In addition to a numerical ranking of the agony of each of
the eighty-three stings he’s sampled so far (from below 1 to an excruciatingly
painful 4), Schmidt describes them in prose worthy of a professional wine critic:
"Looks deceive. Rich and full-bodied in appearance, but flavorless" and "Pure,
intense, brilliant pain. Like walking over flaming charcoal with a three-inch nail
embedded in your heel."

Schmidt explains that, for some insects, stinging is used for hunting: small
wasps, for example, can paralyze huge caterpillars and then lay their eggs inside
so that their larvae can feast within. Others are used to kill competing insects,
even members of their own species. Humans usually experience stings as
defensive maneuvers used by insects to protect their nest mates.

With colorful descriptions of each venom’s sensation and a story that leaves you
tingling with awe, The Sting of the Wild’s one-of-a-kind style will fire your
imagination.
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Entomologist Justin O. Schmidt is on a mission. Some say it’s a brave exploration, others shake their heads
in disbelief. His goal? To compare the impacts of stinging insects on humans, mainly using himself as the
gauge.

In The Sting of the Wild, the colorful Dr. Schmidt takes us on a journey inside the lives of stinging insects,
seeing the world through their eyes as well as his own. He explains how and why they attack and reveals the
powerful punch they can deliver with a small venom gland and a "sting," the name for the apparatus that
delivers the venom. We learn which insects are the worst to encounter and why some are barely worth
considering.

The Sting of the Wild includes the complete Schmidt Sting Pain Index, published here for the first time. In
addition to a numerical ranking of the agony of each of the eighty-three stings he’s sampled so far (from
below 1 to an excruciatingly painful 4), Schmidt describes them in prose worthy of a professional wine
critic: "Looks deceive. Rich and full-bodied in appearance, but flavorless" and "Pure, intense, brilliant pain.
Like walking over flaming charcoal with a three-inch nail embedded in your heel."

Schmidt explains that, for some insects, stinging is used for hunting: small wasps, for example, can paralyze
huge caterpillars and then lay their eggs inside so that their larvae can feast within. Others are used to kill
competing insects, even members of their own species. Humans usually experience stings as defensive
maneuvers used by insects to protect their nest mates.

With colorful descriptions of each venom’s sensation and a story that leaves you tingling with awe, The Sting
of the Wild’s one-of-a-kind style will fire your imagination.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Schmidt's tales will prove infectiously engaging even to entomophobes." ---Publishers Weekly Starred
Review

About the Author
Justin O. Schmidt is a biologist at Southwestern Biological Institute and is associated with the Department of
Entomology at the University of Arizona. He is coeditor of Insect Defenses: Adaptive Mechanisms and
Strategies of Prey and Predators.

L. J. Ganser is an award-winning narrator with over 450 titles recorded to date. Prized for versatility, his
projects range from preschool picture books to crime noir thrillers, from astronomical adventures (both
science and sci-fi) to Arctic Circle high school basketball stories. He lives in New York City with his family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marlon Taylor:

The book The Sting of the Wild gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Sting of the Wild being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Sting of the
Wild. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Miguel Ross:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Sting of the Wild had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve The Sting of the Wild is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Sting of the Wild. You never feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Katie Grossi:

The e-book untitled The Sting of the Wild is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence
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the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
The Sting of the Wild from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Gilbert Phillips:

This The Sting of the Wild is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Sting of the Wild in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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