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This book introduces Proto-Indo-European and explores what the language
reveals about the people who spoke it. The Proto-Indo-Europeans lived
somewhere in Europe or Asia between 5,500 and 8,000 years ago, and no text of
their language survives. J. P. Mallory and Douglas Adams show how over the
last two centuries scholars have reconstructed it from its descendant languages,
the surviving examples of which comprise the world's largest language family.
After a concise
account of Proto-Indo-European grammar and a consideration of its discovery,
they use the reconstructed language and related evidence from archaeology and
natural history to examine the lives, thoughts, passions, culture, society,
economy, history, and environment of the Proto-Indo-Europeans. Our
distant ancestors had used the wheel, were settled arable farmers, kept sheep and
cattle, brewed beer, got married, made weapons, and had 27 verbs for the
expression of strife. The subjects to which the authors devote chapters include
fauna, flora, family and kinship, clothing and textiles, food and drink, space and
time, emotions, mythology, religion, and the continuing quest to discover the
Proto-Indo-European homeland.

Proto-Indo-European-English and English-Proto-Indo-European vocabularies and
full indexes conclude the book. Written in a clear, readable style and illustrated
with maps, figures, and tables, this book is on a subject of great and enduring
fascination. It will appeal to students of languages, classics, and the ancient
world, as well as to general readers interested in the history of language and of
early human societies.
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Editorial Review

Review
All chapters are well written and indeed the pleasingly readable style of the whole book must be applauded.
* Linguist List *

About the Author
J. P. Mallory is Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology at the Queen's University of Belfast. He holds a Ph.D.
in Indo-European Studies (1975) from the University of California. His books include In Search of the Indo-
Europeans (1989) and, with Victor Mair, The Tarim Mummies: The Mystery of the First Westerners in
Ancient China (2000). He is currently the editor of the Journal of Indo-European Studies and was elected to
the Royal Irish Academy in 1996.D. Q. Adams is Professor of English at the University of Idaho. He holds a
Ph.D. in Linguistics (1972) from the University of Chicago (1972). His published work includes An
Introduction to Tocharian Historical Morphology (1988), A Dictionary of Tocharian B (1999), and numerous
articles on Indo-European and especially Tocharian topics. J. P. Mallory and D. Q. Adams are the co-editors
of the Encyclopedia of Indo-European Culture (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Botsford:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Oxford Introduction to Proto-Indo-European and the Proto-Indo-European
World (Oxford Linguistics).

Herman Deans:

The publication with title The Oxford Introduction to Proto-Indo-European and the Proto-Indo-European
World (Oxford Linguistics) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Stephen Rael:
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can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Oxford Introduction to Proto-Indo-European and the Proto-Indo-
European World (Oxford Linguistics) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Eric Green:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Oxford Introduction to Proto-
Indo-European and the Proto-Indo-European World (Oxford Linguistics) is simple to deliver you can read it
in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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