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The partitioning of British India into independent Pakistan and India in August
1947 occurred in the midst of communal holocaust, with Hindus and Sikhs on
one side and Muslims on the other. More than 750,000 people were butchered,
and 12 million fled their homes—primarily in caravans of bullock-carts—to seek
refuge across the new border: it was the largest exodus in history. Sixty-seven
years later, it is as if that August never ended.

Renowned historian and journalist Dilip Hiro provides a riveting account of the
relationship between India and Pakistan, tracing the landmark events that led to
the division of the sub-continent and the evolution of the contentious relationship
between Hindus and Muslims. To this day, a reasonable resolution to their
dispute has proved elusive, and the Line of Control in Kashmir remains the most
heavily fortified frontier in the world, with 400,000 soldiers arrayed on either
side.

Since partition, there have been several acute crises between the neighbors,
including the secession of East Pakistan to form an independent Bangladesh in
1971, and the acquisition of nuclear weapons by both sides resulting in a scarcely
avoided confrontation in 1999 and again in 2002. Hiro amply demonstrates the
geopolitical importance of the India-Pakistan conflict by chronicling their
respective ties not only with America and the Soviet Union, but also with China,
Israel, and Afghanistan.

Hiro weaves these threads into a lucid narrative, enlivened with colorful
biographies of leaders, vivid descriptions of wars, sensational assassinations,
gross violations of human rights—and cultural signifiers like cricket matches.
The Longest August is incomparable in its scope and presents the first definitive
history of one of the world's longest-running and most intractable conflicts.
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The partitioning of British India into independent Pakistan and India in August 1947 occurred in the midst of
communal holocaust, with Hindus and Sikhs on one side and Muslims on the other. More than 750,000
people were butchered, and 12 million fled their homes—primarily in caravans of bullock-carts—to seek
refuge across the new border: it was the largest exodus in history. Sixty-seven years later, it is as if that
August never ended.

Renowned historian and journalist Dilip Hiro provides a riveting account of the relationship between India
and Pakistan, tracing the landmark events that led to the division of the sub-continent and the evolution of
the contentious relationship between Hindus and Muslims. To this day, a reasonable resolution to their
dispute has proved elusive, and the Line of Control in Kashmir remains the most heavily fortified frontier in
the world, with 400,000 soldiers arrayed on either side.

Since partition, there have been several acute crises between the neighbors, including the secession of East
Pakistan to form an independent Bangladesh in 1971, and the acquisition of nuclear weapons by both sides
resulting in a scarcely avoided confrontation in 1999 and again in 2002. Hiro amply demonstrates the
geopolitical importance of the India-Pakistan conflict by chronicling their respective ties not only with
America and the Soviet Union, but also with China, Israel, and Afghanistan.

Hiro weaves these threads into a lucid narrative, enlivened with colorful biographies of leaders, vivid
descriptions of wars, sensational assassinations, gross violations of human rights—and cultural signifiers like
cricket matches. The Longest August is incomparable in its scope and presents the first definitive history of
one of the world's longest-running and most intractable conflicts.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In Hiro's retelling, Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi and Jinnah are alive with all their egos and foibles
resplendent...The Longest August is a brave first attempt to magnify relations between India and Pakistan."
—The Independent (UK)

“Brisk and clear history of partition and its effects... Mr. Hiro has written a highly readable account of a
complicated history... A dispassionate chronological narrative, it is an excellent introduction to a bitterly
contested topic.” —The Economist

About the Author

Dilip Hiro is one of the world's leading experts on the Middle Eastern, Central and South Asian, and Islamic
affairs. His 34 books include Inside India Today, The Timeline History of India, Inside Central Asia, and
Apocalyptic Realm: Jihadists in South Asia. He contributes to the New York Times, Guardian, Observer,
Nation, and Los Angeles Times as well as Salon, TomDispatch, and YaleGlobal. He is a commentator for
CNN, the BBC and Al Jazeera English."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Longest August: The Unflinching
Rivalry Between India and Pakistan will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Jake Harris:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Longest
August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.
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Arthur Prince:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry
Between India and Pakistan giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Helen Butts:

This The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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