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As portrayals of heroic women gain ground in film, television, and other media,
their depictions are breaking free of females as versions of male heroes or simple
stereotypes of acutely weak or overly strong women. Although heroines continue
to represent the traditional roles of mothers, goddesses, warriors, whores,
witches, and priestesses, these women are no longer just damsels in distress or
violent warriors.

In Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture, award-
winning authors from a variety of disciplines examine the changing roles of
heroic women across time. In this volume, editors Norma Jones, Maja Bajac-
Carter, and Bob Batchelor have assembled a collection of essays that broaden our
understanding of how heroines are portrayed across media, offering readers new
ways to understand, perceive, and think about women. Contributors bring fresh
readings to popular films and television shows such as The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo, Kill Bill, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Weeds, Mad Men, and Star Trek.

The representations and interpretations of these heroines are important reflections
of popular culture that simultaneously empower and constrain real life women.
These essays help readers gain a more complete understanding of female heroes,
especially as related to race, gender, power, and culture. A companion volume to
Heroines of Comic Books and Literature, this collection will appeal to academics
and broader audiences that are interested in women in popular culture.
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As portrayals of heroic women gain ground in film, television, and other media, their depictions are breaking
free of females as versions of male heroes or simple stereotypes of acutely weak or overly strong women.
Although heroines continue to represent the traditional roles of mothers, goddesses, warriors, whores,
witches, and priestesses, these women are no longer just damsels in distress or violent warriors.

In Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture, award-winning authors from a variety of
disciplines examine the changing roles of heroic women across time. In this volume, editors Norma Jones,
Maja Bajac-Carter, and Bob Batchelor have assembled a collection of essays that broaden our understanding
of how heroines are portrayed across media, offering readers new ways to understand, perceive, and think
about women. Contributors bring fresh readings to popular films and television shows such as The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo, Kill Bill, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Weeds, Mad Men, and Star Trek.

The representations and interpretations of these heroines are important reflections of popular culture that
simultaneously empower and constrain real life women. These essays help readers gain a more complete
understanding of female heroes, especially as related to race, gender, power, and culture. A companion
volume to Heroines of Comic Books and Literature, this collection will appeal to academics and broader
audiences that are interested in women in popular culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture is a book I've been hoping would have been
done years ago. While there are numerous good recent works about television and heroism, most are
decidedly one sided and favor men over women, ignoring many of the immensely complicated and nuanced
female heroines who have been the real story on television ever since the premier of Buffy back in 1997. 

This anthology takes on Buffy, of course, but casts its net wider, looking not only at Buffy (through the lens
of political economy), but also looks at heroines in less obviously fantastic worlds (Madmen's Joan Harris) as
well as looking at heroines on a global scale from Bollywood to Japanese anime to the differing movie
versions of Lisbeth Salander in The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. The wide variety of critical approaches and
methodologies and the comprehensiveness of this book make it an essential addition to the library of anyone
seriously studying gender, television and popular culture. 

Brian Cogan is an Associate Professor and Chair, Communications Department at Molloy College. He is the
author of The Encyclopedia of Punk (Sterling Press, 2008) and co-author of Everything I Needed to Know
About_________*, I Learned from Monty Python. (St. Martin's Press, 2014)

From the Back Cover
As portrayals of heroic women gain ground in film, television, and other media, their depictions are braking
free of females as versions of male heroes or simple stereotypes of acutely weak or overly strong women.
Although heroines continue to represent the traditional roles of mothers, goddesses, warriors, whores,
witches, and priestesses, these women are no longer just damsels in distress or violent warriors. 

In Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture, award-winning authors from a variety of
disciplines examine the changing roles of heroic women across time. In this volume, editors Norma Jones,
Maja Bajac-Carter, and Bob Batchelor have assembled a collection of essays that broader our understanding
of how heroines are portrayed across media, offering readers new ways to understand, perceive, and think
about women. Contributors bring fresh readings to popular films and television shows such as The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo, Kill Bill, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Weeds, Mad Men, and Star Trek. 
The representations and interpretations of these heroines are important reflections of popular culture that
simultaneously empower and constrain real women. These essays help readers gain a more complete
understanding of female heroes, especially as related to race, gender, power, and culture. A companion
volume to Heroines of Comic Books and Literature, this collection will appeal to academics and broader
audiences that are interested in women in popular culture. 

About the Author
Norma Jones is a University Fellow, David B. Smith Award recipient and doctoral candidate in the College
of Communication and Information at Kent State University. She examines heroic narratives in popular
culture as they relate to cultural identities and representations of various groups in society. Jones is an
associate editor for The Popular Culture Studies Journal, the official journal of the Midwest Popular Culture
Association.

Maja Bajac-Carter is a doctoral student at Kent State University, where her research focuses on gender,
identity, and media studies. She is a contributor to We Are What We Sell: How Advertising Shapes
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American Life . . . and Always Has (2014).

Bob Batchelor is James Pedas Professor of Communication and executive director of the James Pedas
Communication Center at Thiel College. He is the author or editor of more than twenty-one books, including
Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Rowman & Littlefield, 2013). He is a member of
the editorial advisory board of The Journal of Popular Culture and editor of the Contemporary American
Literature series published by Rowman & Littlefield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

With other case, little folks like to read book Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
some sort of book Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture. You can add information
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Edith Macklin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do
that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture to read.

Jean Gaskin:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Heroines of Film and
Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Annie Fowler:

This Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture is brand new way for you who has
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intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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