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Heart of Darkness (1899), by Joseph Conrad, is a short novel, presented as a
frame narrative, about Charles Marlow’s job as an ivory transporter down the
Congo River in Central Africa. This river is described to be “... a mighty big
river, that you could see on the map, resembling an immense snake uncoiled,
with its head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast country, and its
tail lost in the depths of the land.” In the course of his commercial-agent work in
Africa, the seaman Marlow becomes obsessed by Mr. Kurtz, an ivory-
procurement agent, a man of established notoriety among the natives and the
European colonials.

The story is a thematic exploration of the savagery-versus-civilization
relationship, and of the colonialism and the racism that make imperialism
possible. Originally published as a three-part serial story, in Blackwood's
Magazine, the novella Heart of Darkness has been variously published and
translated into many languages. In 1998, the Modern Library ranked Heart of
Darkness as the sixty-seventh of the hundred best novels in English of the
twentieth century; and is included to the Western canon.

The tale was first published as a three-part serial, February, March, and April
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1899, in Blackwood's Magazine (February 1899 was the magazine's 1000th
issue: special edition). Then later, in 1902, Heart of Darkness was included in the
book "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (published November 13,
1902, by William Blackwood). In Conrad's own words, Heart of Darkness is: "A
wild story of a journalist who becomes manager of a station in the (African)
interior and makes himself worshipped by a tribe of savages. Thus described, the
subject seems comic, but it isn't." The volume consisted of Youth: a Narrative,
Heart of Darkness, and The End of the Tether in that order, to loosely illustrate
the three stages of life. For future editions of the book, in 1917 Conrad wrote an
"Author's Note" where he discusses each of the three stories, and makes light
commentary on the character Marlow—the narrator of the tales within the first
two stories. He also mentions how Youth marks the first appearance of Marlow.
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The tale was first published as a three-part serial, February, March, and April 1899, in Blackwood's
Magazine (February 1899 was the magazine's 1000th issue: special edition). Then later, in 1902, Heart of
Darkness was included in the book "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (published November 13,
1902, by William Blackwood). In Conrad's own words, Heart of Darkness is: "A wild story of a journalist
who becomes manager of a station in the (African) interior and makes himself worshipped by a tribe of
savages. Thus described, the subject seems comic, but it isn't." The volume consisted of Youth: a Narrative,
Heart of Darkness, and The End of the Tether in that order, to loosely illustrate the three stages of life. For
future editions of the book, in 1917 Conrad wrote an "Author's Note" where he discusses each of the three
stories, and makes light commentary on the character Marlow—the narrator of the tales within the first two
stories. He also mentions how Youth marks the first appearance of Marlow.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

The book Heart of Darkness: The Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other
Stories" (Includes the Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing
like a book Heart of Darkness: The Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other
Stories" (Includes the Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether)?
Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Heart of Darkness: The
Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (Includes the Author's Note +
Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Olivia Clinard:

Here thing why that Heart of Darkness: The Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two
Other Stories" (Includes the Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the
Tether) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Heart of Darkness: The
Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (Includes the Author's Note +
Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Heart of
Darkness: The Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (Includes the
Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether). It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Heart of
Darkness: The Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (Includes the
Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Andrew Jefferson:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
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telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Heart of Darkness: The Original Edition as
published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two Other Stories" (Includes the Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative +
Heart of Darkness + The End of the Tether) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Tracy Rojas:

You will get this Heart of Darkness: The Original Edition as published in "Youth: a Narrative, and Two
Other Stories" (Includes the Author's Note + Youth: a Narrative + Heart of Darkness + The End of the
Tether) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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