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Caesarius was born in 469/70 and served as Bishop of Arles from 502 until his
death in 542. Originally trained as a monk at Lérins, he devoted himself as
Bishop to an ambitious programme of church reform and Christianization
inspired by strict monastic standards of piety. Best known as a preacher, with a
corpus of over 250 sermons, Caesarius also founded a monastery whose rule he
composed and presided over several important church councils whose canons
still survive. The documents included in this volume - most never before
translated into English - vividly illustrate Caesarius's career and the social and
religious history of Provence at a time of far-reaching political change, during
which the region was ruled by a series of Visigothic, Burgundian, Ostrogothic
and, ultimately, Frankish kings. The 'Life of Caesarius', written shortly after his
death by five clerics of his acquaintance, provides a first-hand record of the
Bishop's achievements as pastor, politician and wonderworker. The 'Testament'
demonstrates Caesarius's efforts to endow and protect his monastery and in the
process furnishes valuable information about diocesan landholdings. The
collection of twenty-four 'Letters' sent and received by Caesarius chronicles his
relations with fellow aristocrats and bishops and illuminates a wide variety of
topics, from penalties for incest to political intrigue among rival bishops. Taken
together, these texts shed light on a region and period in which the Christian
church, with its leaders, rituals and doctrines, was coming to play an increasingly
important role in the daily lives not only of aristocrats and clerics, but also of
ordinary men and women.

The volume includes scholarly notes and an introduction.
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Caesarius was born in 469/70 and served as Bishop of Arles from 502 until his death in 542. Originally
trained as a monk at Lérins, he devoted himself as Bishop to an ambitious programme of church reform and
Christianization inspired by strict monastic standards of piety. Best known as a preacher, with a corpus of
over 250 sermons, Caesarius also founded a monastery whose rule he composed and presided over several
important church councils whose canons still survive. The documents included in this volume - most never
before translated into English - vividly illustrate Caesarius's career and the social and religious history of
Provence at a time of far-reaching political change, during which the region was ruled by a series of
Visigothic, Burgundian, Ostrogothic and, ultimately, Frankish kings. The 'Life of Caesarius', written shortly
after his death by five clerics of his acquaintance, provides a first-hand record of the Bishop's achievements
as pastor, politician and wonderworker. The 'Testament' demonstrates Caesarius's efforts to endow and
protect his monastery and in the process furnishes valuable information about diocesan landholdings. The
collection of twenty-four 'Letters' sent and received by Caesarius chronicles his relations with fellow
aristocrats and bishops and illuminates a wide variety of topics, from penalties for incest to political intrigue
among rival bishops. Taken together, these texts shed light on a region and period in which the Christian
church, with its leaders, rituals and doctrines, was coming to play an increasingly important role in the daily
lives not only of aristocrats and clerics, but also of ordinary men and women.

The volume includes scholarly notes and an introduction.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

William E. Klingshirn is Associate Professor and Chairman of Greek and Latin at The Catholic University
of America, where he teaches ancient history, late Roman history and Latin patristics. He is the author of
numerous articles and 'Caesarius of Arles: The Making of a Community in Late Antique Gaul' (Cambridge,
1994).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Caesarius of Arles: Life, Testament,
Letters (Translated Texts for Historians LUP).

John Casale:

The book Caesarius of Arles: Life, Testament, Letters (Translated Texts for Historians LUP) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book Caesarius of Arles: Life, Testament, Letters (Translated Texts for Historians LUP)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Caesarius of Arles: Life, Testament,
Letters (Translated Texts for Historians LUP) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Sarah Winship:

Precisely why? Because this Caesarius of Arles: Life, Testament, Letters (Translated Texts for Historians
LUP) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
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improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Erin Harmon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Caesarius of Arles: Life, Testament, Letters (Translated Texts for Historians LUP). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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