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The Arab World is perceived to be a region rampant with constructed and
ambiguous national identities, overwhelming wealth and poverty, religious
diversity, and recently the Arab uprisings, a bottom-up revolution shaking the
foundations of pre-established, long-standing hierarchies. It is also a region that
has witnessed a remarkable level of transformation and development due to the
accelerated pace imposed by post-war reconstruction, environmental degradation,
and the competition among cities for world visibility and tourism. Accordingly,
the Arab World is a prime territory for questioning urban design, inviting as it
does a multiplicity of opportunities for shaping, upgrading, and rebuilding urban
form and civic space while subjecting global paradigms to regional and local
realities. Providing a critical overview of the state of contemporary urban design
in the Arab World, this book conceptualizes the field under four major
perspectives: urban design as discourse, as discipline, as research, and as
practice. It poses two questions. How can such a diversity of practice be
positioned with regard to current international trends in urban design? Also, what
constitutes the specificity of the Middle Eastern experience in light of the
regional political and cultural settings? This book is about urban designers ’on
the margins’: how they narrate their cities, how they engage with their discipline,
and how they negotiate their distance from, and with respect to global
disciplinary trends. As such, the term margins implies three complementary
connotations: on the global level, it invites speculation on the way contemporary
urban design is being impacted by the new conceptualizations of center-periphery
originating from the post-colonial discourse; on the regional level, it is a
speculation on the specificity of urban design thinking and practice within a
particular geographical and cultural context (here, the Arab World); and finally,
on the local level, it is an a
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The Arab World is perceived to be a region rampant with constructed and ambiguous national identities,
overwhelming wealth and poverty, religious diversity, and recently the Arab uprisings, a bottom-up
revolution shaking the foundations of pre-established, long-standing hierarchies. It is also a region that has
witnessed a remarkable level of transformation and development due to the accelerated pace imposed by
post-war reconstruction, environmental degradation, and the competition among cities for world visibility
and tourism. Accordingly, the Arab World is a prime territory for questioning urban design, inviting as it
does a multiplicity of opportunities for shaping, upgrading, and rebuilding urban form and civic space while
subjecting global paradigms to regional and local realities. Providing a critical overview of the state of
contemporary urban design in the Arab World, this book conceptualizes the field under four major
perspectives: urban design as discourse, as discipline, as research, and as practice. It poses two questions.
How can such a diversity of practice be positioned with regard to current international trends in urban
design? Also, what constitutes the specificity of the Middle Eastern experience in light of the regional
political and cultural settings? This book is about urban designers ’on the margins’: how they narrate their
cities, how they engage with their discipline, and how they negotiate their distance from, and with respect to
global disciplinary trends. As such, the term margins implies three complementary connotations: on the
global level, it invites speculation on the way contemporary urban design is being impacted by the new
conceptualizations of center-periphery originating from the post-colonial discourse; on the regional level, it
is a speculation on the specificity of urban design thinking and practice within a particular geographical and
cultural context (here, the Arab World); and finally, on the local level, it is an a
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Editorial Review

Review
'Most urban designers are familiar with the historical architecture of Islam and its current contribution to
postmodernity, particularly in the United Arab Emirates. Less well known however is the singular
contribution it has made to urban design. This text contributes a new dimension to our understanding of
urban space and form and its links to globalisation, regionalism, culture, and religion. It brings together
unique expertise to reveal the much neglected complexity of urbanism in the Arab world.' Alexander
Cuthbert, The University of New South Wales, Australia 'The Arab City, a post-Islamic city concept, is the
prism through which this collection of essays examines both the practice of urban design and the various
discursive frameworks shaping it today. Deftly deploying critical, poststructuralist, and postcolonial theories,
the book manages to pose fundamental questions about the status of urbanism, design, and politics before
and after the Arab Spring.' Nasser Rabbat, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA

About the Author
Robert Saliba is a Professor at the Department of Architecture and Design, the American University of
Beirut, and served as the coordinator of the graduate program in Urban Planning and Policy and Urban
Design between 2008 and 2011. He has conducted extensive research on Beirut's historic formation and
postwar reconstruction, and published three reference monographs: Beyrouth Architectures: Aux Sources de
la Modernité (Parenthèses 2009), Beirut City Center Recovery: the Foch-Allenby and Etoile Conservation
Area (Steidl 2004), and Beirut 1920-1940: Domestic Architecture between Tradition and Modernity (The
Order of Engineers and Architects 1998). He has served as a land use consultant with the World Bank and
UN-Habitat on the state of the environment in Lebanon and worked as an urban design consultant and a city
planning associate at the Community Redevelopment Agency in Los Angeles, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irene Allen:

The book Urban Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing Boundaries (Design and the Built
Environment) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave a good thing like a book Urban Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing
Boundaries (Design and the Built Environment)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Urban Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing Boundaries (Design and
the Built Environment) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Nichols:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
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of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Urban Design in the Arab
World: Reconceptualizing Boundaries (Design and the Built Environment) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dorothy Penland:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be study.
Urban Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing Boundaries (Design and the Built Environment) can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Anthony Lainez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Urban Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing
Boundaries (Design and the Built Environment) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have Urban Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing Boundaries (Design and the
Built Environment).
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