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In The Moral of the Story, Peter and Renata Singer draw on some of the best
works of fiction, playwriting, and poetry in order to shed light on the perennial
questions of ethics.

A vivid montage of literature that touches on a broad range of ethical subjects●

and themes
Offers a unique contribution to the study of moral philosophy and literature●

Demonstrates how literary sources can add richness to discussions of real-life●

moral questions and dilemmas
Brings together selections and excerpts from the world’s most celebrated short●

stories, novels, plays, and poetry
Features substantive section introductions by Peter and Renata Singer●

Peter Singer is a leading moral philosopher, widely credited with triggering the●

modern animal-rights movement. His collection of essays, Unsanctifying
Human Life, edited by Helga Kuhse, was published by Blackwell Publishing in
2001.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Shelley called poets ‘the unacknowledged legislators of the world.’ Peter and Renata Singer have made
novelists and playwrights (and poets!), its acknowledged ethicists. An intriguing collection.” Randy Cohen,
writer of “The Ethicist” for the New York Times Magazine

“This excellent, wide-ranging anthology reminds us that there is as much ethics in Tolstoy or Dostoyevsky as
in Kant or Mill. Philosophy departments should leave around copies for students to dip into and be inspired
by.” Jonathan Glover, King’s College London

“An essential and enriching anthology, selected with wisdom and care by Peter and Renata Singer…an
invaluable light on the moral and ethical landscape.” Carol Rocamora, New York University

"The Moral of the Story is an extremely stimulating collection. Its examples are mostly drawn from classics,
but there are enough idiosyncratic contemporary choices to give it a distinct flavour." James Ley, The Age

From the Back Cover
In a society increasingly divided about moral values, we need to reflect on the ethics we hold.

What do we owe to our children…to our elderly parents…to strangers?●

Is it always wrong to lie?●

With whom may we have sex, and who should we marry?●

Is a leader who takes his country to war responsible for the foreseeable deaths of civilians?●

Should we create new forms of life?●

Should we value beauty, even above human suffering?●

Does morality hold even in the death camps?●

Are morals relative?●
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Great writers have long wrestled with these questions, often adding depth and a more human dimension than
we get from the abstract reasoning of philosophers. In The Moral of the Story, Peter and Renata Singer bring
together an engrossing collection of fiction, drama, and poetry that stimulates the reader to think about the
perennial questions of ethics.

Whether you read this book from cover to cover, or dip in to whatever selections pique your curiosity, you
will find yourself absorbed in the stories and situations, and provoked to think again about your own values,
as well as about today’s controversial moral issues.

About the Author
Peter Singer is Ira W. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics at the University Center for Human Values, Princeton
University. He is the author of Animal Liberation (1975), and is widely credited with triggering the modern
animal rights movement. His other books include Practical Ethics (1979), Rethinking Life and Death (1995)
and One World (2002). He is also the editor of A Companion to Ethics (Blackwell, 1991), In Defense of
Animals: The Second Wave (Blackwell, 2005), and, with Helga Kuhse, of A Companion to Bioethics
(Blackwell, 1999) and Bioethics: An Anthology (Blackwell, 1999). A collection of his best essays on ethics,
Unsanctifying Human Life, edited by Helga Kuhse, was published by Blackwell in 2002.

Renata Singer has taught in Oxfordshire and New Jersey, developed anti-racist programs in Sydney and
written about development programs in South Africa, El Salvador, and Ethiopia. Her first novel, The Front
of the Family,was published in 2002. Among her non-fiction works are the books True Stories from the Land
of Divorce (with Nelly Zola, 1995) and Goodbye and Hello (with Susie Orzech, 1985).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Fernandez:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Moral of the Story: An Anthology of Ethics
Through Literature. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important any book The Moral of the Story: An Anthology of Ethics Through Literature. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Scottie Hicks:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
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the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Moral
of the Story: An Anthology of Ethics Through Literature, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Samantha Graham:

Precisely why? Because this The Moral of the Story: An Anthology of Ethics Through Literature is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Alexander Ray:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Moral of the Story: An Anthology
of Ethics Through Literature is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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