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Told for the first time in English, Paul Preston’s new book tells the story of a
preventable tragedy that cost many thousands of lives and ruined tens of
thousands more at the end of the Spanish Civil War.

This is the story of an avoidable humanitarian tragedy that cost many thousands
of lives and ruined tens of thousands more.

It has many protagonists but centres on three individuals. One, Dr Juan Negrín,
the victim of what might be termed a conspiracy of fools, tried to prevent it. Two
bore responsibility for what transpired. One of those, Julián Besteiro, was guilty
of culpable naïvety. The other, Segismundo Casado behaved with a remarkable
combination of cynicism, arrogance and selfishness.

On 5 March 1939, the eternally malcontent Colonel Casado launched a military
coup against the government of Juan Negrín. Ironically, he ensured that the end
of the Spanish Civil War was almost identical to its beginning. As Mola, Franco
and the other conspirators of 1936 had done, Casado led a part of the Republican
Army in revolt against the Republican government. He claimed, as they had
done, and equally without foundation, that Negrín’s government was the puppet
of the Communist Party and that a coup was imminent to establish a Communist
dictatorship.

Casado’s ambition was to go down in history as the man who ended the Spanish
Civil War. Instead he ensured the Republic ended in catastrophe and shame as
Negrin’s attempts to achieve an honourable and negotiated peace with guarantees
for the civilian population were thwarted and Franco and his forces wreaked
havoc and revenge. Madrid collapsed into civil war and two thousand people
died. Refugees fled reprisals in their thousands and those who couldn’t escape
met a terrible fate.

Paul Preston, the leading historian of 20th century Spain, tells this shocking story
for the first time in English. It is a harrowing tale of how the flawed decisions of
politicans can lead to tragedy.
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This is the story of an avoidable humanitarian tragedy that cost many thousands of lives and ruined tens of
thousands more.

It has many protagonists but centres on three individuals. One, Dr Juan Negrín, the victim of what might be
termed a conspiracy of fools, tried to prevent it. Two bore responsibility for what transpired. One of those,
Julián Besteiro, was guilty of culpable naïvety. The other, Segismundo Casado behaved with a remarkable
combination of cynicism, arrogance and selfishness.

On 5 March 1939, the eternally malcontent Colonel Casado launched a military coup against the government
of Juan Negrín. Ironically, he ensured that the end of the Spanish Civil War was almost identical to its
beginning. As Mola, Franco and the other conspirators of 1936 had done, Casado led a part of the
Republican Army in revolt against the Republican government. He claimed, as they had done, and equally
without foundation, that Negrín’s government was the puppet of the Communist Party and that a coup was
imminent to establish a Communist dictatorship.

Casado’s ambition was to go down in history as the man who ended the Spanish Civil War. Instead he
ensured the Republic ended in catastrophe and shame as Negrin’s attempts to achieve an honourable and
negotiated peace with guarantees for the civilian population were thwarted and Franco and his forces
wreaked havoc and revenge. Madrid collapsed into civil war and two thousand people died. Refugees fled
reprisals in their thousands and those who couldn’t escape met a terrible fate.

Paul Preston, the leading historian of 20th century Spain, tells this shocking story for the first time in
English. It is a harrowing tale of how the flawed decisions of politicans can lead to tragedy.
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Editorial Review

Review

A Daily Telegraph Book of the Year

‘Preston's mission in life is to bring clarity to the confusing tragedy of the Spanish Civil War. This is his
twelfth book on the war and its legacy … [it] is written with the same sober lucidity that distinguishes the
previous eleven’ The Times

‘Compelling and convincingly argued ….the story of the final, tragic days of the Spanish Republic has never
been told so clearly before. With a keen eye for historical detail and a painful sense of the human lives at
stake, Preston paints a vivid portrait of those involved’ Spectator

‘Masterly and intensely moving … in Preston, author of several award-winning books on the conflict, the
reader could not hope for a more sure-footed guide … Britons today know far less than they should about the
Spanish Civil War … our knowledge would be poorer still but for Preston's indefatigable scholarship,
elegant prose and impeccable judgement’ Sunday Telegraph

‘Scholarly and authoritative’ Literary Review

About the Author

Paul Preston CBE is Príncipe de Asturias Professor of Contemporary Spanish History and Director of the
Cañada Blanch Centre of Contemporary Spanish Studies at LSE. He was lecturer at the University of
Reading and Professor of History at Queen Mary University. In 2006 he was awarded the International
Ramon Llull Prize by the Catalan Government. Among his many works are 'Franco: A Biography’,
'Comrades', 'Doves of War: Four Women in Spain’, 'Juan Carlos', 'The Spanish Civil War', ‘The Spanish
Holocaust’ and ‘The Last Stalinist’. He was decorated by Spanish King Juan Carlos a 'Comendador de la
Orden de Mérito Civil' and in 2007, the 'Gran Cruz de la Orden de Isabel la Católica'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hollinger:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Last Days of the Spanish
Republic. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.
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Tracy Caudle:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Last Days of the Spanish Republic had been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Last Days of the Spanish Republic is not only giving you
far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Last Days of the Spanish Republic.
You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Vanessa Kistler:

This The Last Days of the Spanish Republic is great publication for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Last Days of
the Spanish Republic in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Karin Decker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Last Days of the Spanish Republic. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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