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The Body Multipleis an extraordinary ethnography of an ordinary disease.
Drawing on fieldwork in a Dutch university hospital, Annemarie Mol looks at the
day-to-day diagnosis and treatment of atherosclerosis. A patient information
leaflet might describe atherosclerosis as the gradual obstruction of the arteries,
but in hospital practice this one medical condition appears to be many other
things. From one moment, place, apparatus, specialty, or treatment, to the next, a
dlightly different “atherosclerosis’ is being discussed, measured, observed, or
stripped away. This multiplicity does not imply fragmentation; instead, the
disease is made to cohere through arange of tactics including transporting forms
and files, making images, holding case conferences, and conducting doctor-
patient conversations.

The Body Multiple juxtaposes two distinct texts. Alongside Mol’ s analysis of her
ethnographic material—interviews with doctors and patients and observations of
medical examinations, consultations, and operations—runs a parallel text in
which she reflects on the relevant literature. Mol draws on medical anthropology,
sociology, feminist theory, philosophy, and science and technology studiesto
reframe such issues as the disease-illness distinction, subject-object relations,
boundaries, difference, situatedness, and ontology. In dialogue with one another,
Mol’ s two texts meditate on the multiplicity of reality-in-practice.

Presenting philosophical reflections on the body and medical practice through
vivid storytelling, The Body Multiple will be important to those in medical
anthropology, philosophy, and the social study of science, technology, and
medicine.
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The Body Multiple is an extraordinary ethnography of an ordinary disease. Drawing on fieldwork in a Dutch
university hospital, Annemarie Mol looks at the day-to-day diagnosis and treatment of atherosclerosis. A
patient information leaflet might describe atherosclerosis as the gradual obstruction of the arteries, but in
hospital practice this one medical condition appears to be many other things. From one moment, place,
apparatus, specialty, or treatment, to the next, adightly different “atherosclerosis’ is being discussed,
measured, observed, or stripped away. This multiplicity does not imply fragmentation; instead, the diseaseis
made to cohere through a range of tactics including transporting forms and files, making images, holding
case conferences, and conducting doctor-patient conversations.

The Body Multiple juxtaposes two distinct texts. Alongside Mol’ s analysis of her ethnographic
material—interviews with doctors and patients and observations of medical examinations, consultations, and
operations—runs a parallél text in which she reflects on the relevant literature. Mol draws on medical
anthropology, sociology, feminist theory, philosophy, and science and technology studies to reframe such
issues as the disease-illness distinction, subject-object relations, boundaries, difference, situatedness, and
ontology. In dialogue with one another, Mal’ s two texts meditate on the multiplicity of reality-in-practice.

Presenting philosophical reflections on the body and medical practice through vivid storytelling, The Body
Multiple will be important to those in medical anthropology, philosophy, and the social study of science,
technology, and medicine.
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Editorial Review
Review

“The Body Multiple is a magnificent achievement. Annemarie Mol deftly revealsin compelling language
how ontol ogies are not transcendent but are brought about in practice. Focusing on the body and disease, her
ethnography of the manipulation of knowledge, and not the objects of knowledge, forces us to comprehend
reality as multiple. This book will, without doubt, move the philosophy and anthropology of medicine to new
heights.”—Margaret Lock, McGill University

“The Body Multiple is compelling, wonderfully and sometimes slyly well-written, and full of innovative
insightsinto ‘actually existing medical practice.” Mol’s parallel text iswell-placed intellectually in relation to
her primary research text on atherosclerosis, and it provides a powerful teaching tool on how to think
through and with science studies literatures when conducting an empirical project.”—Rayna Rapp, New
York University

From the Publisher

"The Body Multiple is a magnificant achievement. Annemarie Mol deftly revealsin compelling language
how ontol ogies are not transcendent but are brought about in practice. Focusing on the body and disease, her
ethnography of the manipulation of knowledge, and not the objects of knowledge, forces usto comprehend
reality as multiple. This book will, without doubt, move the philosophy and anthropology of medicine to new
heights."—Margaret Lock, McGill University

"The Body Multiple is compelling, wonderfully and sometimes slyly well-written, and full of innovative
insightsinto ‘actually existing medical practice.” Mol’s parrallel text iswell-placed intellectually in relation
to the primary research text on atherosclerosis, and it provides a powerful teaching tool on how to think
through and with science studies literatures when conducting an empirical project."—Rayna Rapp, New

Y ork University

From the Back Cover

""The Body Multiple" is compelling, wonderfully and sometimes slyly well-written, and full of innovative
insights into 'actually existing medical practice.’ Mol's parallel text iswell-placed intellectualy in relation to
her primary research text on atherosclerosis, and it provides a powerful teaching tool on how to think
through and with science studies literatures when conducting an empirical project.”--Rayna Rapp, New Y ork
University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Cabrera;

Here thing why that The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of al examining abook is good nevertheless it dependsin the
content than it which isthe content is as delightful as food or not. The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical
Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
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any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical
Practice (Science and Cultural Theory). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical
Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) in e-book can be your substitute.

Sergio Espinoza:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
gpare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely
The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory).

Patrick Bergeron:

The book untitled The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy means. The languageis very clear
to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author.
The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.

Maryann Warren:

Y ou can obtain this The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.
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