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Despite what major media sources say, violence against Native women is not an
epidemic. An epidemic is biological and blameless. Violence against Native
women is historical and political, bounded by oppression and colonial violence.
This book, like all of Sarah Deer’s work, is aimed at engaging the problem head-
on—and ending it.

The Beginning and End of Rape collects and expands the powerful writings in
which Deer, who played a crucial role in the reauthorization of the Violence
Against Women Act in 2013, has advocated for cultural and legal reforms to
protect Native women from endemic sexual violence and abuse. Deer provides a
clear historical overview of rape and sex trafficking in North America, paying
particular attention to the gendered legacy of colonialism in tribal nations—a
truth largely overlooked or minimized by Native and non-Native observers. She
faces this legacy directly, articulating strategies for Native communities and
tribal nations seeking redress. In a damning critique of federal law that has
accommodated rape by destroying tribal legal systems, she describes how tribal
self-determination efforts of the twenty-first century can be leveraged to
eradicate violence against women. Her work bridges the gap between Indian law
and feminist thinking by explaining how intersectional approaches are vital to
addressing the rape of Native women.

Grounded in historical, cultural, and legal realities, both Native and non-Native,
these essays point to the possibility of actual and positive change in a world
where Native women are systematically undervalued, left unprotected, and hurt.
Deer draws on her extensive experiences in advocacy and activism to present
specific, practical recommendations and plans of action for making the world
safer for all.
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Despite what major media sources say, violence against Native women is not an epidemic. An epidemic is
biological and blameless. Violence against Native women is historical and political, bounded by oppression
and colonial violence. This book, like all of Sarah Deer’s work, is aimed at engaging the problem head-
on—and ending it.

The Beginning and End of Rape collects and expands the powerful writings in which Deer, who played a
crucial role in the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act in 2013, has advocated for cultural
and legal reforms to protect Native women from endemic sexual violence and abuse. Deer provides a clear
historical overview of rape and sex trafficking in North America, paying particular attention to the gendered
legacy of colonialism in tribal nations—a truth largely overlooked or minimized by Native and non-Native
observers. She faces this legacy directly, articulating strategies for Native communities and tribal nations
seeking redress. In a damning critique of federal law that has accommodated rape by destroying tribal legal
systems, she describes how tribal self-determination efforts of the twenty-first century can be leveraged to
eradicate violence against women. Her work bridges the gap between Indian law and feminist thinking by
explaining how intersectional approaches are vital to addressing the rape of Native women.

Grounded in historical, cultural, and legal realities, both Native and non-Native, these essays point to the
possibility of actual and positive change in a world where Native women are systematically undervalued, left
unprotected, and hurt. Deer draws on her extensive experiences in advocacy and activism to present specific,
practical recommendations and plans of action for making the world safer for all.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a compelling and compassionate revelation of the eternal violence against Native women. It is a call
to action for all of us."—The Honorable Ada E. Deer, former Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs and
enrolled Menominee

"Sarah Deer breaks down how the United States’ addiction to violence and capitalism only sustains the
subjugation and exploitation of Indigenous women. As a survivor, I am thankful for Deer’s insight and
theories on creating Indigenous frameworks of justice for victims, their families, and their
communities."—Radmilla Cody, singer and advocate for anti-violence

"The Beginning and End of Rape documents the brutal history and contemporary reality of how rape has
been used and continues to be used against Native women by the federal government to create a cultural
implosion of destruction for generations. Rape, burn, and pillage continues when Native American women
do not have equal protection of the law extended to us."—Charon Asetoyer, Executive Director, Native
American Women’s Health Education Resource Center

"An incisive and imperative academic study."—Kirkus Reviews

"Deer is extremely thorough in her discussions of the history of rape law and its failings. She explores the
meaning of rape in American society from a woman’s point of view. And she presents some possible
strategies to begin to create equity, justice, and healing for victims of rape."—Indian Country Today

"The Beginning and End of Rape will change the way we as Native people approach sexual violence in our
communities and the way tribal courts protect and advocate for victims. I have no doubt the book will
become the new standard in social justice circles and will be required reading everywhere from online spaces
to classrooms and courtrooms."—Native Peoples

"There is much for everyone to learn in this incisive, compelling, and thought-provoking
volume."—Women’s Review of Books

"An outstanding work that not only explains why rape in Indian country has reached epidemic levels but also
provides readers with practical solutions. Highly recommended."—CHOICE

"The Beginning and End of Rape marks an important contribution to growing scholarship around issues of
gendered violence. Sarah Deer’s contribution is unique and pathbreaking." —Against the Current

About the Author

Sarah Deer, a 2014 MacArthur Fellow, has worked to end violence against women for more than twenty
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years. She began as a volunteer in a rape victim advocacy program and later received her JD with a Tribal
Lawyer Certificate from the University of Kansas School of Law. She is a professor of law at William
Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota. She is coauthor of three textbooks on tribal law and coeditor
of Sharing Our Stories of Survival: Native Women Surviving Violence.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Hager:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Beginning and End of
Rape: Confronting Sexual Violence in Native America. All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Hazel Reinoso:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Beginning and End of Rape:
Confronting Sexual Violence in Native America is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Blair Chappell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Beginning and
End of Rape: Confronting Sexual Violence in Native America suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Beginning and End of Rape: Confronting Sexual
Violence in Native Americais the main of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

April Hanson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
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their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Beginning and End of Rape: Confronting Sexual Violence in Native America.
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