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People dreamed of cosmic exploration?winged spaceships and lunar voyages;
space stations and robot astronauts?long before it actually happened. Space and
the American Imagination traces the emergence of space travel in the popular
mind, its expression in science fiction, and its influence on national space
programs.

Space exploration dramatically illustrates the power of imagination. Howard E.
McCurdy shows how that power inspired people to attempt what they once
deemed impossible. In a mere half-century since the launch of the first Earth-
orbiting satellite in 1957, humans achieved much of what they had once only
read about in the fiction of Jules Verne and H. G. Wells and the nonfiction of
Willy Ley.

Reaching these goals, however, required broad-based support, and McCurdy
examines how advocates employed familiar metaphors to excite interest
(promising, for example, that space exploration would recreate the American
frontier experience) and prepare the public for daring missions into space. When
unexpected realities and harsh obstacles threatened their progress, the space
community intensified efforts to make their wildest dreams come true.

This lively and important work remains relevant given contemporary questions
about future plans at NASA. Fully revised and updated since its original
publication in 1997, Space and the American Imagination includes a reworked
introduction and conclusion and new chapters on robotics and space commerce.
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People dreamed of cosmic exploration?winged spaceships and lunar voyages; space stations and robot
astronauts?long before it actually happened. Space and the American Imagination traces the emergence of
space travel in the popular mind, its expression in science fiction, and its influence on national space
programs.

Space exploration dramatically illustrates the power of imagination. Howard E. McCurdy shows how that
power inspired people to attempt what they once deemed impossible. In a mere half-century since the launch
of the first Earth-orbiting satellite in 1957, humans achieved much of what they had once only read about in
the fiction of Jules Verne and H. G. Wells and the nonfiction of Willy Ley.

Reaching these goals, however, required broad-based support, and McCurdy examines how advocates
employed familiar metaphors to excite interest (promising, for example, that space exploration would
recreate the American frontier experience) and prepare the public for daring missions into space. When
unexpected realities and harsh obstacles threatened their progress, the space community intensified efforts to
make their wildest dreams come true.

This lively and important work remains relevant given contemporary questions about future plans at NASA.
Fully revised and updated since its original publication in 1997, Space and the American Imagination
includes a reworked introduction and conclusion and new chapters on robotics and space commerce.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The popular image of spaceflight has historically drawn on American cultural ideals such as the endless
frontier, the heroic explorer, and faith in progress through technological advancement. This masterly study
by McCurdy (coeditor of Spaceflight and the Myth of Presidential Leadership, LJ 10/15/97) examines the
role that imagination and popular culture played in the formulation of national space policy that eventually
sent Apollo astronauts to the moon in 1969. Unfortunately for space boosters, the reality of space exploration
has fallen far short of the promised vision of lunar bases or manned interplanetary flight. McCurdy concludes
that space advocates need to create new images to attract public and government support or witness the end
of manned space flight. His thought-provoking analysis is highly recommended for large public and
academic libraries.?Thomas J. Frieling, Bainbridge Coll., Ga.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

A very useful study for those interested in fictions about space travel and exploration.

(Science Fiction Studies)

An interesting work for all space fans.

(Choice)

About the Author

Howard E. McCurdy is a professor in the School of Public Affairs at American University; author of
Faster, Better, Cheaper: Low-Cost Innovation in the U.S. Space Program, Inside NASA: High Technology
and Organizational Change in the U.S. Space Program, and The Space Station Decision: Incremental
Politics and Technological Choice; and coauthor of Robots in Space: Technology, Evolution, and
Interplanetary Travel, all published by Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Space and the
American Imagination? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
other opinion?
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Irene Forrest:

This Space and the American Imagination are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Space and the American Imagination can be one of many
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Space and
the American Imagination giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Eric Beckman:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Space and the American
Imagination is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Holly Hughes:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This guide Space and the American Imagination was filled with regards
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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