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School-smart and Mother-wise illustrates how and why American education
disadvantages working-class women when they are children and adults. In it we
hear working-class women--black and white, rural and urban, southern and
northern--recount their childhood experiences, describing the circumstances that
led them to drop out of school. Now enrolled in adult education programs, they
seek more than a diploma: respect, recognition, and a public identity. Drawing
upon the life stories of these women, Wendy Luttrell sensitively describes and
analyzes the politics and psychodynamics that shape working-class life,
schooling, and identity. She examines the paradox of women's education,
particularly the relationship between schooling and mothering, and offers
practical suggestions for school reform.
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Editorial Review

Review
""School-smart and Mother-wise takes the reader on a perceptive journey into the 'storied lives' of older,
working-class women who have returned to school. Writing with respect and nuanced insight, Luttrell links
the women's conflicted identities and poignant memories of childhood to the shaping forces of gender, race,
and class. An important and engaging book."
-Barrie Thorne, author of "Gender Play
"This is a model of passionate yet thoughtful face-to-face research. Wendy Luttrell explores questions of
education and social justice with verve and tenacity. Her work illuminates both personal stories and broad
issues for American society."
-R.W. Connell, University of Sydney
"Combining a wide knowledge of critical education theory, a fine-tuned ethnographic sensitivity to the
meanings that people make of their lives, and an appreciation of feminist psychoanalytic theory, Luttrell
offers important new understandings of the gendering traces of schooling....Luttrell adds to the literature
significant new insights into gendered ways of knowing....A well written, accessible book, "School-smart
and Mother-wise should engage a wide audience, from those interested in frontiers of critical education
theory, to those involved in adult literacy classes, to teachers, parents, students; to citizens concerned about
the growing social inequality in the United States."
-Dorothy C. Holland, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
"The book is an interesting foray into the lives of two groups of working-class women who inhabit very
different racial lifeworlds and the ways they have constructed identities with only marginal ties to eduation."
-"Contemporary Sociology
"Despitethe tough, sometimes painful material in Luttrell's study of working-class women and their
experiences in educatinal intsitutions, this is deeply pleasurable reading. It boils knowledge down to a
common language that replicates the kind of 'common-sense' knowledge valued by the women it
studies....Luttrell deftly allows the women's voices to emerge from her discussion so that they organize and
determine her observations."
-Signs

About the Author
at Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book School-smart and Mother-wise: Working-Class
Women's Identity and Schooling (Perspectives on Gender). All type of book are you able to see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.
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Charity Reulet:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this School-smart and
Mother-wise: Working-Class Women's Identity and Schooling (Perspectives on Gender) book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Doreen Looney:

The feeling that you get from School-smart and Mother-wise: Working-Class Women's Identity and
Schooling (Perspectives on Gender) is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but School-smart
and Mother-wise: Working-Class Women's Identity and Schooling (Perspectives on Gender) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular School-smart and Mother-
wise: Working-Class Women's Identity and Schooling (Perspectives on Gender) instantly.

Brain West:

This School-smart and Mother-wise: Working-Class Women's Identity and Schooling (Perspectives on
Gender) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using
great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having School-smart and Mother-wise: Working-Class
Women's Identity and Schooling (Perspectives on Gender) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?
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