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What is the place of the ethical in human life? How do we render it visible? How
might sustained attention to the ethical transform anthropological theory and
enrich our understanding of thought, speech, and social action? This volume
offers a significant attempt to address these questions. It is a common experience
of most ethnographers that the people we encounter are trying to do what they
consider right or good, are being evaluated according to criteria of what is right
and good, or are in some debate about what constitutes the human good. Yet
anthropological theory has tended to overlook all this in favor of analyses that
emphasize structure, power, and interest.Bringing together ethnographic
exposition with philosophical concepts and arguments and effectively
transcending subdisciplinary boundaries between cultural and linguistic
anthropology, the essays collected in this volume explore the ethical entailments
of speech and action and demonstrate the centrality of ethical practice, judgment,
reasoning, responsibility, cultivation, commitment, and questioning in social life.
Rather than focus on codes of conduct or hot-button issues, they make the
cumulative argument that ethics is profoundly ordinary,pervasive-and possibly
even intrinsic to speech and action. In addition to deepening our understanding of
ethics, the volume makes an incisive and necessary intervention in
anthropological theory,recasting discussion in ways that force us to rethink such
concepts as power, agency, and relativism.Individual chapters consider the place
of ethics with respect to conversation and interaction; judgment and
responsibility; formality, etiquette, performance, ritual, and law; character and
empathy; social boundaries and exclusions; socialization and punishment; and
commemoration, history, and living together in peace and war.Together they
offer a comprehensive portrait of an approach that is now critical for advancing
anthropological theory and ethnographic description, as well as fruitful
conversation with philosophy.
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What is the place of the ethical in human life? How do we render it visible? How might sustained attention to
the ethical transform anthropological theory and enrich our understanding of thought, speech, and social
action? This volume offers a significant attempt to address these questions. It is a common experience of
most ethnographers that the people we encounter are trying to do what they consider right or good, are being
evaluated according to criteria of what is right and good, or are in some debate about what constitutes the
human good. Yet anthropological theory has tended to overlook all this in favor of analyses that emphasize
structure, power, and interest.Bringing together ethnographic exposition with philosophical concepts and
arguments and effectively transcending subdisciplinary boundaries between cultural and linguistic
anthropology, the essays collected in this volume explore the ethical entailments of speech and action and
demonstrate the centrality of ethical practice, judgment, reasoning, responsibility, cultivation, commitment,
and questioning in social life. Rather than focus on codes of conduct or hot-button issues, they make the
cumulative argument that ethics is profoundly ordinary,pervasive-and possibly even intrinsic to speech and
action. In addition to deepening our understanding of ethics, the volume makes an incisive and necessary
intervention in anthropological theory,recasting discussion in ways that force us to rethink such concepts as
power, agency, and relativism.Individual chapters consider the place of ethics with respect to conversation
and interaction; judgment and responsibility; formality, etiquette, performance, ritual, and law; character and
empathy; social boundaries and exclusions; socialization and punishment; and commemoration, history, and
living together in peace and war.Together they offer a comprehensive portrait of an approach that is now
critical for advancing anthropological theory and ethnographic description, as well as fruitful conversation
with philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

A forceful demonstration of what anthropology has to contribute to debates about ethics within moral
philosophy.-Charles Hirschkind

This book is a major contribution that has about it the excitement that comes with addressing genuinely fresh
issues. Examining the ethics of everyday life as they are embodied in speech and other kinds of action, its
contributors stake out an important new area of research. Certain to have a great impact on anthropology, this
is book that should also be widely read by those in all fields who take ethics to be an important topic of
study.-Joel Robbins

About the Author

Michael Lambek is the Canada Research Chair in the Anthropology of Ethical Life in the Department of
Social Sciences, University of Toronto at Scarborough as well as Professor in the Department of
Anthropology, University of Toronto. Among his recent books are The Weight of the Past, Illness and Irony
(edited with Paul Antze), and A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Bates:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology,
Language, and Action book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Celeste Silver:

This Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action can
be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
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Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Erik Garcia:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Ordinary Ethics:
Anthropology, Language, and Action which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Trudy Clark:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list will be Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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