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All women's magazines are not the same: content, outlook, and format combine
to shape publications quite distinctively. While magazines in general have long
been understood as a significant force in women's lives, many critiques have
limited themselves to discussions of mainstream printed publications that engage
with narrowly stereotypical representations of femininity. Looking at a range of
women's magazines (Cooperative Correspondence Club and Housewife) and
magazine programmes (Woman's Hour and Houseparty), Magazine Movements
not only extends our definition of a magazine, but most importantly, unearths the
connections between women's cultures, specific magazines and the implied
reader.

The author first outlines the existing field of magazine studies, and analyzes the
methodologies employed in accessing and assessing the cultural competence of
magazines. Each chapter then provides a case study of a different kind of
magazine: different in media form or style of presentation or audience
connection, or all three. Forster not only extends our definition of a magazine,
but most importantly, unearths the connections between women's cultures,
specific magazines and the implied reader. In this way, fresh insights are
provided into the long-standing importance of the magazine to the variety of
feminisms on offer in Britain, from the mid twentieth century to the present day.
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All women's magazines are not the same: content, outlook, and format combine to shape publications quite
distinctively. While magazines in general have long been understood as a significant force in women's lives,
many critiques have limited themselves to discussions of mainstream printed publications that engage with
narrowly stereotypical representations of femininity. Looking at a range of women's magazines (Cooperative
Correspondence Club and Housewife) and magazine programmes (Woman's Hour and Houseparty),
Magazine Movements not only extends our definition of a magazine, but most importantly, unearths the
connections between women's cultures, specific magazines and the implied reader.

The author first outlines the existing field of magazine studies, and analyzes the methodologies employed in
accessing and assessing the cultural competence of magazines. Each chapter then provides a case study of a
different kind of magazine: different in media form or style of presentation or audience connection, or all
three. Forster not only extends our definition of a magazine, but most importantly, unearths the connections
between women's cultures, specific magazines and the implied reader. In this way, fresh insights are
provided into the long-standing importance of the magazine to the variety of feminisms on offer in Britain,
from the mid twentieth century to the present day.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Ever since the publication of Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique in 1963, academic studies have sought
to gauge the extent to which mass-market commercial magazines directed toward female readers in the US
and UK have either contributed to gender stereotyping or offered arenas in which women could contest
stifling gender roles. Forster (media studies, Univ. of Portsmouth, UK) makes a solid, important contribution
to this ongoing debate by investigating a group of British “magazines” published from the mid-20th century
to the present that have been almost entirely overlooked by scholars. These include not only print
magazines?Arena Three (1964–71), the first openly lesbian magazine in Britain; Mukti (1983–87), aimed at
South Asian women; and a number of overtly feminist magazines?but also the television magazine
Houseparty (1972–81) and various radio magazines. The most fascinating chapter examines the history and
significance of the Cooperative Correspondence Club (1935–90), a small group of women with diverse
geographic, religious, and class affiliation, which twice monthly hand-produced a copy of a magazine,
comprising individual women's letters, that circulated among the group's members. Forster's extensive
archival research, incisive analysis, and jargon-free writing makes this book a pleasurable as well as an
educational experience. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Lower-division undergraduates through
faculty.” -CHOICE

“Magazine Movements significantly broadens and deepens the historical treatment of women's magazines,
and refuses easy generalisation about their meaning and role. Juxtaposing experimental, political and niche-
audience titles to mainstream commercial products enables Forster to trace an inclusive, provocative history
of British feminism across the second half of the twentieth century. Her innovative discussion of magazine
formats, spanning print and broadcast media, charts the persistence and influence of the magazine genre for
both commercial and counter-cultural negotiations of gender, race, sexuality and modernity. This is an
authoritative and critical media history that makes important contributions to understanding women's lives
and political engagement.” ?Lucy Delap, Fellow of Murray Edwards College, University of Cambridge, UK

“Laurel Forster's wide-ranging and thought-provoking case studies remind us that the 'magazine' format has
not been confined to print. She reveals how the magazine has proven to be a highly adaptable mode for
communicating and interacting with a range of audiences.” ?Maria DiCenzo, Professor of English and Film
Studies, Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada

About the Author
Laurel Forster is Senior Lecturer in Media Studies at the University of Portsmouth, UK. Her research
interests and her range of publications contextualize the portrayal of women and women's cultures in
magazines, women's writing and on television.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberto Senn:

The particular book Magazine Movements: Women's Culture, Feminisms and Media Form will bring
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someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Magazine Movements:
Women's Culture, Feminisms and Media Form is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Susan Romero:

Precisely why? Because this Magazine Movements: Women's Culture, Feminisms and Media Form is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Arthur McLaurin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Magazine Movements: Women's Culture, Feminisms and
Media Form or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Magazine Movements: Women's Culture, Feminisms and Media Form to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Kay Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Magazine
Movements: Women's Culture, Feminisms and Media Form.
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