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Many years ago, a man named Earnest Vincent Wright wrote a book called
Gadsby, which contained 50,000 words, all without the letter "E"

Gadsby: A Story of Over 50,000 Words Without Using the Letter "E" is a 1939
novel by Ernest Vincent Wright. The plot revolves around the dying fictional city
of Branton Hills, which is revitalized thanks to the efforts of protagonist John
Gadsby and a youth group he organizes.

The novel is written as a lipogram and does not include words that contain the
letter "e". Though self-published and little-noticed in its time, the book is a
favourite of fans of constrained writing and is a sought-after rarity among some
book collectors.

The novel's 50,110 words do not contain a single e. In Gadsby's introduction
Wright says his primary difficulty was avoiding the "-ed" suffix for past tense
verbs. He focused on using verbs that do not take the -ed suffix and constructions
with "do" (for instance "did walk" instead of "walked"). Scarcity of word options
also drastically limited discussion involving quantity, pronouns, and many
common words. Wright was unable to talk about any quantity between six and
thirty. An article in the linguistic periodical Word Ways said that 250 of the 500
most commonly used words in English were still available to Wright despite the
omission of words with e. Wright uses abbreviations on occasion, but only if the
full form is similarly lipogrammatic, i.e. "Dr." (Doctor), and "P.S." (Postscript)
would be allowed but not "Mr." (Mister).

Wright also turns famous sayings into lipogrammatic form. Music can "calm a
wild bosom", and Keats' "a thing of beauty is a joy forever" becomes "a charming
thing is a joy always".
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Many years ago, a man named Earnest Vincent Wright wrote a book called Gadsby, which contained 50,000
words, all without the letter "E"

Gadsby: A Story of Over 50,000 Words Without Using the Letter "E" is a 1939 novel by Ernest Vincent
Wright. The plot revolves around the dying fictional city of Branton Hills, which is revitalized thanks to the
efforts of protagonist John Gadsby and a youth group he organizes.

The novel is written as a lipogram and does not include words that contain the letter "e". Though self-
published and little-noticed in its time, the book is a favourite of fans of constrained writing and is a sought-
after rarity among some book collectors.

The novel's 50,110 words do not contain a single e. In Gadsby's introduction Wright says his primary
difficulty was avoiding the "-ed" suffix for past tense verbs. He focused on using verbs that do not take the -
ed suffix and constructions with "do" (for instance "did walk" instead of "walked"). Scarcity of word options
also drastically limited discussion involving quantity, pronouns, and many common words. Wright was
unable to talk about any quantity between six and thirty. An article in the linguistic periodical Word Ways
said that 250 of the 500 most commonly used words in English were still available to Wright despite the
omission of words with e. Wright uses abbreviations on occasion, but only if the full form is similarly
lipogrammatic, i.e. "Dr." (Doctor), and "P.S." (Postscript) would be allowed but not "Mr." (Mister).

Wright also turns famous sayings into lipogrammatic form. Music can "calm a wild bosom", and Keats' "a
thing of beauty is a joy forever" becomes "a charming thing is a joy always".
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book GADSBY: Not an 'E'-book. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book GADSBY:
Not an 'E'-book. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Terrance Allen:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love GADSBY: Not an 'E'-
book, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Edward Bastian:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be GADSBY: Not an 'E'-book why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Amy Gutierrez:

This GADSBY: Not an 'E'-book is new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having bit of digest in reading this GADSBY: Not an 'E'-book can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form.
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People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there
is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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