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In this groundbreaking anthology, twenty-two artists, architects, historians,
critics, curators, and philosophers explore the role of public art in creating a
national identity, contending that each work can only be understood by analyzing
the context in which it is commissioned, built, and received. They emphasize the
historical continuum between traditional works such as Mount Rushmore, the
Washington Monument, and the New York Public Library lions, in addition to
contemporary memorials such as the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the Names
Project AIDS Quilt. They discuss the influence of patronage on form and content,
isolate the factors that precipitate controversy, and show how public art overtly
and covertly conveys civic values and national culture.

Complete with an updated introduction, Critical Issues in Public Art shows how
monuments, murals, memorials, and sculptures in public places are complex
cultural achievements that must speak to increasingly diverse groups.
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In this groundbreaking anthology, twenty-two artists, architects, historians, critics, curators, and philosophers
explore the role of public art in creating a national identity, contending that each work can only be
understood by analyzing the context in which it is commissioned, built, and received. They emphasize the
historical continuum between traditional works such as Mount Rushmore, the Washington Monument, and
the New York Public Library lions, in addition to contemporary memorials such as the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial and the Names Project AIDS Quilt. They discuss the influence of patronage on form and content,
isolate the factors that precipitate controversy, and show how public art overtly and covertly conveys civic
values and national culture.

Complete with an updated introduction, Critical Issues in Public Art shows how monuments, murals,
memorials, and sculptures in public places are complex cultural achievements that must speak to increasingly
diverse groups.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The articles cover a broad range of topics from diverse perspectives. All speak to some aspect of the
patronage, production, iconography, or meaning of public art, and some question the very nature and
definition of public art itself. Thus these inquiries begin to define a new field . . . of American material
culture studies.”—Winterthur Portfolio

About the Author
Harriet F. Senie is director of the museum studies program and a professor of art history at The City
College, New York, and the Graduate Center, City University of New York (CUNY). She is the author of
Contemporary Public Sculpture: Traditions, Transformation, and Controversy (1992).

Sally Webster is professor of art history at Lehman College, The Bronx, and at the Graduate Center, CUNY.
She is the author of William Morris Hunt (1991).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and
Controversy has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context,
and Controversy is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using
book Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and Controversy. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Jennifer Gallant:

This Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and Controversy tend to be reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and
Controversy can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and Controversy
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.
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Billie Gallagher:

The actual book Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and Controversy has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after looking over this book.

Catherine Graziani:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context, and Controversy. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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