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The engine behind the first modern counterculture, the Beat Generation were a
revolutionary group of American writersin the late 50s and early 60s who fused
afresh approach to literature with a bohemian lifestyle. Immortalized through
Kerouac's On the Road and Ginsberg's Howl, their relaxed, gritty, and candid
writing has inspired generations. Chronicling the group’ s origins, adventures, and
inner workings, Gair introduces iconic personalities including Ginsberg,
Kerouac, and Burroughs, along with women writers, musicians, and artists.
Examining their monumental influence upon popular culture from bebop to the
Beastie Boys, Gair proves beyond any doubt that their revolutionary approach to
literature and life has created a key movement in American literature.
Christopher Gair is Senior Lecturer in American Literature at the University of
Glasgow in the United Kingdom.
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The engine behind the first modern counterculture, the Beat Generation were arevolutionary group of
American writers in the late 50s and early 60s who fused a fresh approach to literature with a bohemian
lifestyle. Immortalized through Kerouac's On the Road and Ginsberg's Howl, their relaxed, gritty, and
candid writing has inspired generations. Chronicling the group’s origins, adventures, and inner workings,
Gair introduces iconic personalities including Ginsberg, Kerouac, and Burroughs, along with women writers,
musicians, and artists. Examining their monumental influence upon popular culture from bebop to the
Beastie Boys, Gair proves beyond any doubt that their revolutionary approach to literature and life has
created a key movement in American literature. Christopher Gair is Senior Lecturer in American Literature
at the University of Glasgow in the United Kingdom.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A comprehensive, lively and supremely approachable introduction to the turbulence and iconoclasm of
mid-20th century American writers and their lives." -- Geoff Ward, Dean of Arts at University of London and
author of The Writing Of America: Literature and Cultural Identity from the Puritans to the Present

"For Chris Gair, there remains 'no coherent overview of the Beat Generation,' but hereit isin a breeze of
historical narrative. Gair tells alively and eloguent story that is superbly deft and engaging." -- lan F. A.
Bell, Professor of American Studies at Keele University

"For its breadth of coverage, including the international impact of the Beats, as well as for the perspecuity of
its detailing, this book is both an excellent beginning point and a reference source to be returned to time and
again." -- James Williams, Senior Managing Editor of Critical Inquiry

"In this essential study, Professor Gair takes us beyond the cliches of the beatnik and non-conformity to
establish how the Beat Generation came out of the political, economic, cultural, and ideological tensions of
post-1945 America." -- Scott Lucas, Executive Director of Libertas: The Centre for the Study of USForeign
Policy

"The special merit of Christopher Gair's supremely intelligent study isits awareness that the Beats still attract
attention for extraliterary reasons." --Journal of American Studies

About the Author

Christopher Gair isa Senior Lecturer in American Literature at the University of Glasgow. Heis author of
The American Counterculture (2007) and Complicity and Resistance in Jack London's Novels: From
Naturalism to Nature (1997).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Aimee Nguyen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel heed book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Beat Generation: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides).

Gregory Howar d:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
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those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Beat Generation: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides) as your
daily resource information.

Mona Savoy:

The actual book The Beat Generation: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides) will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Beat Generation: A Beginner's Guide
(Beginner's Guides) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can a so get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Terrie Anderson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Beat Generation: A Beginner's
Guide (Beginner's Guides) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Beat
Generation: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides) as good book not just by the cover but aso through the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another
sixth senseto pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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