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Written by one of the leading scholars of Japanese religion, Protectors and
Predatorsisthe second installment of a multivolume project that promises to be
amilestone in our understanding of the mythico-ritual system of esoteric
Buddhism?specifically the nature and roles of deitiesin the religious world of
medieval Japan and beyond. Bernard Faure introduces readers to medieval
Japanese religiosity and shows the centrality of the godsin religious discourse
and ritual. Throughout he engages theoretical insights drawn from structuralism,
post-structuralism, and Actor-Network Theory to retrieve the “implicit pantheon”
(as opposed to the “explicit orthodox pantheon™) of esoteric Japanese Buddhism
(Mikky?). Hiswork is particularly significant given its focus on the deities
multiple and shifting representations, overlappings, and modes of actions rather
than on individual characters and functions.

In Protectors and Predators Faure argues that the “wild” gods of Japan were at
the center of the medieval religious landscape and came together in complex
webs of association not divisible into the categories of “Buddhist,” “indigenous,”
or “Shinto.” Furthermore, among the most important medieval gods, certain ones
had roots in Hinduism, othersin Daoism and Yin-Y ang thought. He displays vast
knowledge of his subject and presents his research?much of it in largely
unstudied material with theoretical sophistication. His arguments and analyses
assume the centrality of the iconographic record as a complement to the textual
record, and so he has brought together arich and rare collection of more than 170
color and black-and-white images. This emphasis on iconography and the ways
in which it complements, supplements, or deconstructs textual orthodoxy is
critical to afuller comprehension of a set of medieval Japanese beliefs and
practices and offers a corrective to the traditional division of the field into
religious studies, which typically ignores the images, and art history, which
oftentimes overlooks their ritual and religious meaning.

Protectors and Predators and its companion volumes should persuade readers
that the gods constituted a central part of medieval Japanese religion and that the
latter cannot be reduced to a simplistic confrontation, parallelism, or
complementarity between some monoalithic teachings known as “ Buddhism” and
“Shinto.” Once these reductionist labels and categories are discarded, a new and
fascinating religious landscape begins to unfold.
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Written by one of the leading scholars of Japanese religion, Protectors and Predatorsis the second
installment of a multivolume project that promises to be a milestone in our understanding of the mythico-
ritual system of esoteric Buddhism?specifically the nature and roles of deitiesin the religious world of
medieval Japan and beyond. Bernard Faure introduces readers to medieval Japanese religiosity and shows
the centrality of the gods in religious discourse and ritual. Throughout he engages theoretical insights drawn
from structuralism, post-structuralism, and Actor-Network Theory to retrieve the “implicit pantheon” (as
opposed to the “explicit orthodox pantheon”) of esoteric Japanese Buddhism (Mikky?). Hiswork is
particularly significant given its focus on the deities’ multiple and shifting representations, overlappings, and
modes of actions rather than on individual characters and functions.

In Protectors and Predators Faure argues that the “wild” gods of Japan were at the center of the medieval
religious landscape and came together in complex webs of association not divisible into the categories of
“Buddhist,” “indigenous,” or “Shinto.” Furthermore, among the most important medieval gods, certain ones
had roots in Hinduism, othersin Daoism and Yin-Y ang thought. He displays vast knowledge of his subject
and presents his research?much of it in largely unstudied material with theoretical sophistication. His
arguments and analyses assume the centrality of the iconographic record as a complement to the textual
record, and so he has brought together arich and rare collection of more than 170 color and black-and-white
images. This emphasis on iconography and the ways in which it complements, supplements, or deconstructs
textual orthodoxy is critical to afuller comprehension of a set of medieval Japanese beliefs and practices and
offers a corrective to the traditional division of the field into religious studies, which typically ignores the
images, and art history, which oftentimes overlooks their ritual and religious meaning.

Protectors and Predators and its companion volumes should persuade readers that the gods constituted a
central part of medieval Japanese religion and that the latter cannot be reduced to a simplistic confrontation,
paralelism, or complementarity between some monolithic teachings known as “Buddhism” and “ Shinto.”
Once these reductionist labels and categories are discarded, a new and fascinating religious landscape begins
to unfold.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Bernard Faureis Kao Professor in Japanese Religion at Columbia University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jewell Garza:

Have you spare time to get aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Protectors
and Predators: Gods of Medieval Japan, Volume 2? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jane Turcotte:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Protectors and Predators: Gods of Medieval Japan, VVolume 2 why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Tammy Kovar:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but in addition novel and Protectors and Predators. Gods of Medieval Japan, Volume 2
or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especialy. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Protectors and Predators: Gods of Medieval Japan, Volume 2 to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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John Stewart:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or red
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Y eah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on thistime, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Protectors and Predators. Gods of Medieval Japan, Volume 2 can make you
experience more interested to read.
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