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This collaborative volume offers the first historical reconstruction of the concept
of popular sovereignty from antiquity to the twentieth century. First formulated
between the late sixteenth and mid-seventeenth centuries, the various early
modern conceptions of the doctrine were heavily indebted to Roman reflection
on forms of government and Athenian ideas of popular power. This study, edited
by Richard Bourke and Quentin Skinner, traces successive transformations of the
doctrine, rather than narrating a linear development. It examines critical moments
in the career of popular sovereignty, spanning antiquity, medieval Europe, the
early modern wars of religion, the revolutions of the eighteenth century and their
aftermath, decolonisation and mass democracy. Featuring original work by an
international team of scholars, the book offers a reconsideration of one of the
formative principles of contemporary politics by exploring its descent from
classical city-states to the advent of the modern state.
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This collaborative volume offers the first historical reconstruction of the concept of popular sovereignty from
antiquity to the twentieth century. First formulated between the late sixteenth and mid-seventeenth centuries,
the various early modern conceptions of the doctrine were heavily indebted to Roman reflection on forms of
government and Athenian ideas of popular power. This study, edited by Richard Bourke and Quentin
Skinner, traces successive transformations of the doctrine, rather than narrating a linear development. It
examines critical moments in the career of popular sovereignty, spanning antiquity, medieval Europe, the
early modern wars of religion, the revolutions of the eighteenth century and their aftermath, decolonisation
and mass democracy. Featuring original work by an international team of scholars, the book offers a
reconsideration of one of the formative principles of contemporary politics by exploring its descent from
classical city-states to the advent of the modern state.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Popular sovereignty is the most fundamental, most widespread and least understood principle of political
legitimacy in the world today. As the first comprehensive scholarly treatment of the subject over the longue
durée, Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective will become a pivotal work in the history of political
thought."
David Armitage, Harvard University

"Although the idea of popular sovereignty is central to modern political thought, its historical evolution and
conceptual transformations have received little sustained scholarly attention. The erudite and insightful
chapters in Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective trace its emergence and development across time
and space, from the ancient Mediterranean world to the present, and from Europe to the United States and
India. It is a major scholarly achievement, and is sure to become a standard reference point for those working
on the topic in political theory, intellectual history, philosophy and law."
Duncan Bell, University of Cambridge

About the Author
Richard Bourke is Professor in the History of Political Thought and Co-Director of the Centre for the Study
of the History of Political Thought at Queen Mary, University of London. He has been a Humboldt Fellow at
the University of Munich, an Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Fellow at the Huntington Library in San
Marino and a Fellow at the Institute of Advance Study in Berlin. He has written extensively on the history of
enlightenment political thought and on modern Irish history. His books include Peace in Ireland: The War of
Ideas (2003, 2012) and Empire and Revolution: The Political Life of Edmund Burke (2015).

Quentin Skinner is Barber Beaumont Professor of the Humanities at Queen Mary, University of London. He
is a Fellow of the British Academy and the Academia Europaea, and a foreign member of many other
learned societies. His scholarship, which is available in more than twenty languages, has won him numerous
awards, including the Wolfson Prize for History in 1979 and a Balzan Prize in 2006. His books include The
Foundations of Modern Political Thought (2 volumes, 1978), Reason and Rhetoric in the Philosophy of
Hobbes (1996), Liberty before Liberalism (1998), Hobbes and Republican Liberty (2008), Forensic
Shakespeare (2014) and a three-volume collection of essays, Visions of Politics (2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

The book Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Popular Sovereignty in
Historical Perspective being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
publication Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?
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Barry Phelan:

This Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective can be one of
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you actually with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Harry Keller:

Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Popular Sovereignty in Historical
Perspective nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.

Brandon Erickson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled
update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Popular Sovereignty in Historical Perspective when you desired it?
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