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‘Hasn’t it been a full life, Lillie, and isn’t this a good end?’, were James
Connolly’s last words to his wife in Dublin Castle in the early hours of 12
May 1916 just before his execution for his part in leading the Easter Rising.

James Connolly, the son of Irish immigrants, was born in Edinburgh. The first
fourteen years of his life were spent in Edinburgh and the next seven years in the
King’s Liverpool Regiment in Ireland. In 1889, he returned to Edinburgh where
he was a socialist activist and organiser for seven years. In 1896, at the age of 28,
he was invited to Dublin as socialist organiser, founding the Irish Republican
Socialist Party and editing The Workers’ Republic.

Connolly spent seven years in America between 1903 and 1910, returning to
Ireland in 1910 as organiser of the Socialist Party of Ireland. Connolly was
appointed Ulster Organiser of the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union
by James Larkin, succeeding him as acting general secretary in October 1914. As
Commander of the Irish Citizen Army, Connolly joined with leaders of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood in the Easter Rising in 1916, becoming Commandant-
General of the Dublin Division of the Army of the Republic and Vice-President
of the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic.

For their part in the Easter Rising, Connolly and thirteen of his fellow
revolutionaries were executed in Kilmainham Gaol by the British government.
Connolly, the last to be executed, was wounded in the Rising and had to be
strapped to a chair to face the firing squad.

This biography deals with Connolly’s activities as soldier, agitator, propagandist,
orator, socialist organiser, pamphleteer, trade union leader, insurgent, and traces
the evolution of his political thinking as social democrat, revolutionist,
syndicalist, revolutionary socialist, insurrectionist. It is based largely on
Connolly’s prolific writings in twenty-seven journals in Scotland, England,
Ireland, France and America, and some 200 letters which are particularly
revealing of his relationships with colleagues. James Connolly is the very best
survey of Connolly’s remarkable life and times.
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‘Hasn’t it been a full life, Lillie, and isn’t this a good end?’, were James Connolly’s last words to his
wife in Dublin Castle in the early hours of 12 May 1916 just before his execution for his part in leading
the Easter Rising.

James Connolly, the son of Irish immigrants, was born in Edinburgh. The first fourteen years of his life were
spent in Edinburgh and the next seven years in the King’s Liverpool Regiment in Ireland. In 1889, he
returned to Edinburgh where he was a socialist activist and organiser for seven years. In 1896, at the age of
28, he was invited to Dublin as socialist organiser, founding the Irish Republican Socialist Party and editing
The Workers’ Republic.

Connolly spent seven years in America between 1903 and 1910, returning to Ireland in 1910 as organiser of
the Socialist Party of Ireland. Connolly was appointed Ulster Organiser of the Irish Transport and General
Workers’ Union by James Larkin, succeeding him as acting general secretary in October 1914. As
Commander of the Irish Citizen Army, Connolly joined with leaders of the Irish Republican Brotherhood in
the Easter Rising in 1916, becoming Commandant-General of the Dublin Division of the Army of the
Republic and Vice-President of the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic.

For their part in the Easter Rising, Connolly and thirteen of his fellow revolutionaries were executed in
Kilmainham Gaol by the British government. Connolly, the last to be executed, was wounded in the Rising
and had to be strapped to a chair to face the firing squad.

This biography deals with Connolly’s activities as soldier, agitator, propagandist, orator, socialist organiser,
pamphleteer, trade union leader, insurgent, and traces the evolution of his political thinking as social
democrat, revolutionist, syndicalist, revolutionary socialist, insurrectionist. It is based largely on Connolly’s
prolific writings in twenty-seven journals in Scotland, England, Ireland, France and America, and some 200
letters which are particularly revealing of his relationships with colleagues. James Connolly is the very best
survey of Connolly’s remarkable life and times.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donal Nevin was born in 1924 in Limerick and was educated at the Christian Brothers School, Sexton Street.
He worked for forty years with the Irish TUC and the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, retiring as general
secretary in 1989. He is editor of James Larkin: Lion of the Fold.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of
the 1916 Easter Rising offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Mary Summers:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade
Unionist and Leader of the 1916 Easter Rising this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Caleb Hutto:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like James Connolly, A Full Life: A
Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of the 1916 Easter Rising which is having the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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Luann Bowen:

This James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of the
1916 Easter Rising is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned
Trade Unionist and Leader of the 1916 Easter Rising can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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