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By developing the concept of critical space, After Utopia presents a new
genealogy of twentieth-century American fiction. Nicholas Spencer argues that
the radical American fiction of Jack London, Upton Sinclair, John Dos Passos,
and Josephine Herbst reimagines the spatial concerns of late nineteenth-century
utopian American texts. Instead of fully imagined utopian societies, such fiction
depicts localized utopian spaces that provide essential support for the models of
history on which these authors focus. In the midcentury novels of Mary
McCarthy and Paul Goodman and the late twentieth-century fiction of Thomas
Pynchon, William Gaddis, Joan Didion, and Don DeLillo, narratives of social
space become decreasingly utopian and increasingly critical. The highly varied
"critical space" of such texts attains a position similar to that enjoyed by
representations of historical transformation in early twentieth-century radical
American fiction. After Utopia finds that central aspects of postmodern American
novels derive from the overtly political narratives of London, Sinclair, Dos
Passos, and Herbst.

Spencer focuses on distinct moments in the rise of critical space during the past
century and relates them to the writing of Georg Lukács, Ernst Bloch, Antonio
Gramsci, Hannah Arendt, Henri Lefebvre, Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, and
Paul Virilio. The systematic and genealogical encounter between critical theory
and American fiction reveals close parallels between and original analyses of
these two areas of twentieth-century cultural discourse.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nicholas Spencer is an associate professor of English at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, where he
specializes in twentieth-century American literature and critical theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donovan Pena:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book After Utopia: The Rise of Critical Space in
Twentieth-Century American Fiction ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication After Utopia: The
Rise of Critical Space in Twentieth-Century American Fiction is not only giving you more new information
but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship while using book After Utopia: The Rise of Critical Space in Twentieth-Century
American Fiction. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Enrique Hayes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline After Utopia: The
Rise of Critical Space in Twentieth-Century American Fiction suitable to you? The actual book was written
by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled After Utopia: The Rise of Critical Space in Twentieth-
Century American Fictionis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Rachel Chaney:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this After
Utopia: The Rise of Critical Space in Twentieth-Century American Fiction.
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George Medrano:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book After Utopia: The Rise of Critical Space in
Twentieth-Century American Fiction was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book After Utopia: The Rise of Critical Space in Twentieth-Century American Fiction has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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