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Do some technologies provoke war? Do others promote peace? Offense-defense
theory contends that technological change is an important cause of conflict:
leaders will be tempted to launch wars when they believe innovation favors
attackers over defenders. Offense-defense theory is perhaps best known from the
passionate and intricate debates about first-strike capability and deterrence
stability during the cold war, but it has deeper historical roots, remains a staple in
international relations theorizing, and drives modern arms control
policymaking.In War and the Engineers, the first book systematically to test the
logical and empirical validity of offense-defense theory, Keir A. Lieber examines
the relationships among politics, technology, and the causes of war. Lieber's
cases explore the military and political implications of the spread of railroads, the
emergence of rifled small arms and artillery, the introduction of battle tanks, and
the nuclear revolution. Lieber incorporates the new historiography of World War
I, which draws on archival materials that only recently became available, to
challenge many common beliefs about the conflict. The author's central
conclusion is that technology is neither a cause of international conflict nor a
panacea; instead, power politics remains paramount.
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Do some technologies provoke war? Do others promote peace? Offense-defense theory contends that
technological change is an important cause of conflict: leaders will be tempted to launch wars when they
believe innovation favors attackers over defenders. Offense-defense theory is perhaps best known from the
passionate and intricate debates about first-strike capability and deterrence stability during the cold war, but
it has deeper historical roots, remains a staple in international relations theorizing, and drives modern arms
control policymaking.In War and the Engineers, the first book systematically to test the logical and empirical
validity of offense-defense theory, Keir A. Lieber examines the relationships among politics, technology, and
the causes of war. Lieber's cases explore the military and political implications of the spread of railroads, the
emergence of rifled small arms and artillery, the introduction of battle tanks, and the nuclear revolution.
Lieber incorporates the new historiography of World War I, which draws on archival materials that only
recently became available, to challenge many common beliefs about the conflict. The author's central
conclusion is that technology is neither a cause of international conflict nor a panacea; instead, power politics
remains paramount.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Keir A. Lieber's War and the Engineers challenges one of modern strategic studies' most important body of
ideas?offense-defense theory?at its intellectual core: does technology really have the military and political
effects theorists so often attribute to it? His resounding 'no' will be both controversial and influential, and
will play a central role in not just the scholarly literature but also the defense policy debate for years to come.
It is essential reading for anyone who cares about war's conduct, outcomes, and political effects."?Stephen
Biddle, Strategic Studies Institute of the U.S. Army War College, author of Military Power

"Scholars and strategists steeped in the history of costly wars have leapt at ideas that offer technological
fixes to prevent these tragedies. Hopes have been raised that with proper planning and regulation, countries
can configure military capabilities in ways that give decisive advantages to defensive military strategies and
thus channel conflict into peaceful competition. Unfortunately, Keir A. Lieber goes a long way toward
demolishing these hopes. He shows how seldom military innovations create clear and consistent advantages
for defense and reminds political scientists that political incentives remain the driving force in decisions for
war or peace."?Richard K. Betts, Director, Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies, Columbia
University

From the Back Cover
"Keir A. Lieber's War and the Engineers challenges one of modern strategic studies' most important body of
ideas--offense-defense theory--at its intellectual core: does technology really have the military and political
effects theorists so often attribute to it? His resounding `no' will be both controversial and influential, and
will play a central role in not just the scholarly literature but also the defense policy debate for years to come.
It is essential reading for anyone who cares about war's conduct, outcomes, and political effects."--Stephen
Biddle, Strategic Studies Institute of the U.S. Army War College, author of Military Power

"Scholars and strategists steeped in the history of costly wars have leapt at ideas that offer technological
fixes to prevent these tragedies. Hopes have been raised that with proper planning and regulation, countries
can configure military capabilities in ways that give decisive advantages to defensive military strategies and
thus channel conflict into peaceful competition. Unfortunately, Keir A. Lieber goes a long way toward
demolishing these hopes. He shows how seldom military innovations create clear and consistent advantages
for defense and reminds political scientists that political incentives remain the driving force in decisions for
war or peace."--Richard K. Betts, Director, Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies, Columbia
University

About the Author
Keir A. Lieber is Associate Professor of Political Science, Faculty Fellow at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for
International Peace Studies, and Faculty Fellow at the Nanovic Institute for European Studies at the
University of Notre Dame.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Vera Harris:

The book War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over Technology (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a good thing like a book War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over
Technology (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over Technology (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Cox:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that War and the Engineers: The
Primacy of Politics over Technology (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Oscar Barr:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics
over Technology (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over Technology (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break
don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Regina Hash:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over Technology (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suited all of you.
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