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"The phrase ’seeing the elephant’ symbolized for ’49 gold rushers the exotic, the
mythical, the once-in-a-lifetime adventure, unequaled anywhere else but in the
journey to the promised land of fortune: California. Most western myths . . .
generally depict an exclusively male gold rush. Levy’s book debunks that myth.
Here a variety of women travel, work, and write their way across the pages of
western migrant history."-Choice

"One of the best and most comprehensive accounts of gold rush life to
date"ˆ–San Francisco Chronicle
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the literature of the Gold Rush, women have been generally neglected. Freelance writer Levy here corrects
that oversight with a colorful account of intrepid female argonauts--with and without men. She draws on
letters, journals and reminiscences for a fresh view of western history. The women traveled overland, by ship
round the Horn (one family survived three burning ships); they crossed the Isthmus of Panama by mule, and
Nicaragua by steamship and mule. In California they ran boardinghouses, provided meals and laundry
service for miners, and organized schools and churches. The cast of characters includes actresses and
prostitutes, a stagecoach driver and ordinary women seeking to make a new home. Levy does for the Gold
Rush what Lillian Schlissel did for the Plains emigrants in Women's Diaries of the Westward Journey . The
book is a welcome addition to regional history as well as to women's studies. Illustrated.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- In this exciting and inspiring account of the women who helped settle California, Levy explores the
leadership roles of those who contributed to the founding of businesses, towns, and mining camps.
Photographs, letters, and diary accounts contribute to the realism of these adventures.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Not just another book about the California Gold Rush, this account of the over-looked "gold rushing women"
makes a significant contribution to the scholarship of women's studies. Quoting from letters, diaries, and
reminiscences, California native Levy skillfully weaves together the stories of two dozen women, re-creating
the experience of thousands. Liberated from social restraints, the women Argonauts worked as "boarding
house keepers and miners, missionaries and actresses, church builders and gamblers, school teachers and
temperance speakers, even a Wells Fargo & Company stage driver." Devotees of Californiana will enjoy this
adventure story. Scholars will value the extensive bibliography and the biographical postscripts.
- Virginia C. Parker, M.L.S., Logan, Ut.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

May Chapa:

This They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this They Saw the Elephant: Women in the
California Gold Rush can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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Bertram Staten:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush provide you with new experience in reading a
book.

Bruce Mull:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California
Gold Rush was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book They Saw the
Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Elda Ornelas:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book They Saw the
Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush. You can more desirable than now.
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