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In 1931 Ludwig Wittgenstein wrote his famous Remarks on Frazer’s “Golden
Bough,” published posthumously in 1967. At that time, anthropology and
philosophy were in close contact—continental thinkers drew heavily on
anthropology’s theoretical terms, like mana, taboo, and potlatch, in order to help
them explore the limits of human belief and imagination. Now the book receives
its first translation by an anthropologist, in the hope that it can kick-start a new
era of interdisciplinary fertilization.

Wittgenstein’s remarks on ritual, magic, religion, belief, ceremony, and Frazer’s
own logical presuppositions are as lucid and thought-provoking now as they were
in Wittgenstein’s day. Anthropologists find themselves asking many of the same
questions as Wittgenstein—and in a reflection of that, this volume is fleshed out
with a series of engagements with Wittgenstein’s ideas by some of the world’s
leading anthropologists, including Veena Das, David Graeber, Wendy James,
Heonik Kwon, Michael Lambek, Michael Puett, and Carlo Severi.
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In 1931 Ludwig Wittgenstein wrote his famous Remarks on Frazer’s “Golden Bough,” published
posthumously in 1967. At that time, anthropology and philosophy were in close contact—continental
thinkers drew heavily on anthropology’s theoretical terms, like mana, taboo, and potlatch, in order to help
them explore the limits of human belief and imagination. Now the book receives its first translation by an
anthropologist, in the hope that it can kick-start a new era of interdisciplinary fertilization.

Wittgenstein’s remarks on ritual, magic, religion, belief, ceremony, and Frazer’s own logical presuppositions
are as lucid and thought-provoking now as they were in Wittgenstein’s day. Anthropologists find themselves
asking many of the same questions as Wittgenstein—and in a reflection of that, this volume is fleshed out
with a series of engagements with Wittgenstein’s ideas by some of the world’s leading anthropologists,
including Veena Das, David Graeber, Wendy James, Heonik Kwon, Michael Lambek, Michael Puett, and
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889–1951) was arguably the most influential philosopher of the twentieth century.
Giovanni da Col is a research fellow in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Oslo and the
founder of HAU Books and HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory. Stephan Palmié is professor of
anthropology at the University of Chicago and the author of many books, including The Cooking of History,
published by the University of Chicago Press. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carman Robertson:

This book untitled The Mythology in Our Language: Remarks on Frazer's Golden Bough to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Timothy Payne:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Mythology in Our Language: Remarks on Frazer's Golden Bough.

Ella Hodge:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Mythology in Our Language: Remarks on Frazer's Golden Bough can be
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very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sharon Baker:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be read.
The Mythology in Our Language: Remarks on Frazer's Golden Bough can be your answer as it can be read
by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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